
  

 

Newsletter 5 – November 2022 

Our value this term is PEACE 
 

 

Everyday 
Cygnets: bring reading books, reading records, spelling 
books, water bottles. 
Swans: bring water bottles, a healthy snack. 
 
Monday 14th November 
Christmas Lunch Choices due today. 
Wear PE kit 
Mr Bateman music lessons 
Swans:  Sports Club 
Tuesday 15th  November 
Y2&3 Swimming, bring swimming things. 
Swans: Chess club 3-4pm 
Wednesday 16th November 
Swans:  Young Voices T-Shirt & Ticket orders due. 
Wear PE kit 
David Meade music lessons 
Reception 2023 PTA Open Morning 9.30am 
Year 5 and 6: Far Peak climbing lesson, come wearing 
PE kit. 
Cygnets:  Sports Club 
Thursday 17th  November 
School Council Children in Need Day 
R&Y1: Forest School – wear waterproofs, bring school 
uniform in a bag. 
Mr Bateman music lessons 
Friday 18th November 
Year 5 & 6 Football Tournament at Cirencester Football 
Club.  Wear PE Kit and bring shin pads if you have some. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Monday 21st  November 
Wear PE kit 
Mr Bateman music lessons 
Swans:  Sports Club 
Tuesday 22nd November 
Y2&3 Swimming, bring swimming things. 
Reception Vision, Height & Weight, Year 6 Weight 
Screening.  Don’t forget to opt out if you don’t want 
your child to take part. 
Swans:  Chess Club 3-4pm 
Wednesday 23rd  November 
Wear PE Kit 
David Meade music lessons 
Year 5 and 6: Far Peak climbing lesson, come wearing 
PE kit. 
Thursday 24th November 
R & Y1 Forest School – wear waterproofs, bring school 
uniform in a bag. 
Mr Bateman music lessons 
Friday 25th November 
Christmas Jumper Swap 
 

 
 
Coming Up… Thursday 1st December, Whole Cygnet Class to Forest School, Friday 2nd December Whole School Trip 

to Winchester Science Centre, 8th December Christmas Jumper Day and Craft Afternoon, 13th December Cygnet 

Nativity, Thursday 15th Christmas Parties, Friday 16th Christingle in church and end of Term at 1.30pm. 

Feedback please 

You will notice we have been playing around with the layout of the calendar section of the newsletter to try and find 

one which is clear for you to access the information you need. We would value your feedback on what works for 

you. 

 

 



 
Stars of the Day 
Week 2  –   Noah, Ted, Rupert, Amber and Charlotte.  
   

 
Star of the Week  
Week 1  –   Eva for her hard work and initiative  
Week 2 -   Phoebe for her resilience 
  

 
Wings 
Well done this week to these children who have gained their wings: Mickey for his writing and Guy for his caring 
attitude to others.   

 
 

Friday Table 
Well done to the children who have been role models of good behaviour during lunch and got to sit on the Friday 
table: 
Week 7 Term 1 – Noah, Toby, Oscar, Emmie, Summer, Wilf & Charlotte  
Week 2 Term 2 – Connie, Lyra, Rupert, Chloe, Emma and Logan (Logan took the picture!) 
 

 
 

  

School Council 

The winners of the writing competition were: Rowan – story, Rupert – Cygnet Poetry, Finlay Swan poetry, Morgan – 

Non-Fiction. Well done to everyone who competed. 

The upcoming School Council events are:  

Children in Need – please bring £1 to come dressed in spots and 50p for the cake sale. 

Strictly at Southrop  - children get your  sequins at the ready and  get practising for the competition on 1st December. 

It is 50p to compete and £1 to watch.  



 

  

Open Mornings 

If you know anyone who has a child who will be starting in Reception in 

September 2023 please let them know about our open morning sessions:  

9.30 – 10.30 am    

16th November 

 7th December 

The open morning on 16th November is being run by the PTA and is open 

to families who have children in any year group.  

 

Remembrance 

We were delighted to have Mrs Duff joining us for worship 

to explain what she does selling poppies and other items to 

support the Royal British Legion and why this charity is so 

important to her family.   

Thank you for the support that you gave your children to 

research people in their family who have served in past 

wars. In English they crafted this research into some 

fascinating profiles which are now displayed in church for 

Remembrance. Some examples are included at the end of this 

newsletter.   

 

 

 

 



After the service we went to lay wreaths on the graves of Albert Hatton who died in WWI and Fredrick 

Waldron who died in WWII (see below for Millie’s profile of him and a photography).   

  

 

Year 5 & 6 Internet Safety 

PC Leah Davis visited the Year 5 & 6’s today for a chat about 

internet safety. The children are always keen to share their ideas 

and get a lot from the discussion.  

 

 

 

Whole School Trip to Winchester Science Centre on 2nd 

December 

The whole school will be going to the Winchester Science Centre on Friday 2nd December.  The PTA are kindly paying 

for the coach but we are asking for a £10 contribution per child for the entrance ticket.  Please pay and register on 

the Trip tab by Tuesday 29th November.  You can book a school packed lunch through the portal. 

Whole School Trip to the Chipping Norton Theatre on Thursday 

5th January 2023 

We will be taking the whole school to see the morning performance of Dick Whittington at the Chipping Norton 

Theatre on Thursday 5th January.  The PTA will be paying for the coach but we are asking for a £12.75 contribution 

towards the ticket and vanilla ice cream or lemon sorbet.  Please make your choice of ice cream or sorbet by Friday 

9th December.  The children will need to have a packed lunch.  If you would like a school packed lunch please order 

this on the portal by Friday 9th December. 

  



Head Teacher Open Door 

 

 

Mrs McLellan and Miss Davies are available on   

Wednesday 8.40 – 8.50am  

Thursday 8.40 – 8.50am 

Thursday & Friday 2.30 – 3.00pm  

 

In the Cygnet classroom 

This term's topic is Blast off to Space. The children are really enjoying 

exploring our topic books from Fairford Library. They have been 

learning about animals that went to Space, listening to Gustav Holst 

music, naming and learning the order of the planets and will begin 

learning about the race to Space.  

In Science, the children are thoroughly enjoying their Light and Dark 

topic. They will be comparing light and dark places and this week 

found out about sources of light making observations and 

comparisons.  

In English, we continue with our Man on the Moon key text by Simon Bartham. The children have made wonderful 

signs for the Moon to help Bob keep the moon tidy and safe, they also sent postcards from their trip on the moon. 

They have internalised the text and are using the style of Bartham to write themselves. 

In Maths, we continue to work on mastering number. The children are becoming more confident with doubles and 

addition and subtraction number facts for numbers to ten.  

In RE, we made the characters from the Christmas Story and retold the story together through acting, role play and 

freeze frames. The Year ones and twos are really enjoying comparing the two versions from the Gospel of Luke and 

the Gospel of Matthew.  

We hope you enjoyed our Remembrance service this morning at Church and have a wonderful weekend of rest, play 

and reading!  

 



… and the Nest   

It was lovely to see the Reception group back smiling, fresh-faced, assertive and ready to learn after half-term.   

We hit the ground running as we have tackled our first list of written words, or at least the initial sounds, as we 

recalled and noted characters and props in our book, Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson and Alex Scheffler.  The 

cat and dog and bird and frog all join the witch on her broom after retrieving her hat and bow and wand.  We made 

our own wands with sparkling decoration and waved them as we heard rhyming words.  The witch is a beguilingly 

kind character.  We talked through the features of a witch, accepting that they needn't all be dark, and as a group, 

we each drew our own witchy representation - with fabulous individual details.  For Week 1, we read until the 

broom snapped in two, and have enjoyed 'Part Two', with its messy antics, this week.  We joined the witch in making 

potions: we wrote two words ("a rhyming pair") to shred and stir into our pots of magic crystals (bicarb of soda), spit 

(washing up liquid) and rainwater (vinegar).  It frothed and stank - and we drew our own versions of the magnificent 

broom that arose.  I am looking forward to the junk modelling of these ingenious ideas. 

Our phonics is rapidly progressing too as we have now met our first "special friends", 'sh'.  With every sound, we see 

it and say it, look at pictures that use it, find a sh in the classroom and then write it and practise on our worksheets.  

Further activities support the learning: last week, we hammered a 'h', rubbed a 'r' and shared a 'sh' with a special 

friend for whom we also drew a sh picture, and this week we collaged jellybeans into a 'j' jar and made a vase of v-

flowers. 

The clever subitising and counting in Mastering Number is much enjoyed.  It seems the children cannot be tricked by 

counting dots, even if their arrangements change.  It is great practice using positional language to describe their 

placement across the page.  Are they on top of each other, side by side or - new vocabulary - on a diagonal line?  We 

have also been subitising sounds using percussion instruments.  With eyes closed, the children show me the number 

of 'tings' or 'shakes' on their fingers.  Numberblock 4 has popped into the fray and shown us that just as four dots on 

the page can be in any arrangement, so can his four squares.  We have been comparing amounts using "more than" 

and enjoying capacity, tipping rice into containers so they are full, half full and nearly empty. 

We enjoy verse every week - either poems, songs or nursery rhymes.  Over this fortnight, we have been singing both 

The Room on the Broom and There was an Old Lady who swallowed a Fly.  There is lots to remember but the rhyme 

is golden and the children are quick to thread it together and sing with me.  There is very often some interesting 

vocabulary too. 

We made stunning forest fireworks at Forest School last week.  We found long straight sticks and threaded them 

with a medley of colourful leaves with which we wrote our names as sparklers and tossed through the air.  This week 

we complemented Room on the Broom and made our own broomsticks binding bushy twigs onto strong sticks.  It 

was great to see the forest full of witches, whirling and wailing between the trees. 

 

In the Swan classroom 

For English the Year 3&4s have moved on to explanation texts, collecting and using causal and technical language. 

They have been using the book Until I Met Dudley by Roger McGough to explain the weird and wonderful things that 

you might imagine go on inside some of our everyday household appliances! 

Y5&6 have been creating some detail descriptive writing, inspired by Midnight Fox, particularly focusing on their use 

of commas to mark clauses in complex sentences. They also delivered a debate about Fox hunting to the Year 3&4s.   

Maths for Y5 is addition of numbers, including decimals, and for Y6 long division and comparing fractions. Year 3&4 

have been busy learning times table multiplication and division facts. 

In Science Year 5&6 have been evaluating evidence to decide whether the Earth is flat or spherical – you’ll 

be relieved to hear they all believe it to be spherical! They then went on to do research into the planets in 

the solar system and then presented a comparison of one feature of the planets in graph form using Excel.   



In PSHE we are learning about Rights and Responsibilities and started the term thinking about COP 27 and what we 

can all do to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. The children shared some really useful practical actions they can take – the 

trick now is to put them into action for your packed lunch, around the home and in school! 

In Computing we are using the software Audacity to record and edit sounds into a final podcast. This is free software 

which you can download if you would like your child to experiment at home.  

Our topic is To Infinity and Beyond!  We started with some research of Hubble and the BIg Bang theory.  The 

children enjoyed researching facts on the internet and then used their computing skills to create eye catching 

posters about him. 

Music this term has been composing rhythms and learning how rhythms are written using musical notation.  The 

children have learnt about crochets and quavers, minims and semi breves as well as extending their knowledge to 

include rests.  There was huge excitement when we started learning our songs for Young Voices - particularly when 

Mr Jones joined us for a rendition of True Colours! 

Last week the children created a beautiful poppy wreath for the church.  It was lovely to see them putting in so much 

effort and showing great determination when they realised the purpose of the activity.  We hope you enjoy the end 

results in church today. 

 

PTA Update   

A Message from the PTA 

Thank you to everyone that made a Teatowel and Coaster order. As soon as they arrive we will get them out to the 

children! 

A huge, huge thank you to everyone that supported the Jumble Sale. From stall sellers, to bakers, all the help setting 

up and clearing up, and to everyone that donated items. We could not have done it without you! I am so pleased to 

say that we have raised just over £1000 which will go to supporting the children going on the Residential. 

Dates for your diary: 

- PTA Open Day – Wednesday 16th November. If you know of anyone looking for a school for next year, please 
do let them know about our open day. It is a great opportunity to meet the children, teachers and the 
parents. No need to book, just turn up! 

- Christmas Jumpers! In preparation for the Christmas Craft Day at school on the 8th December, we will be 
holding a Christmas Jumper swap on Friday 25th November, after school. We will be asking for any jumpers 
that have been grown out of to be brought in and swapped for a new one! Donations greatly received. 

- Christmas Family Craft – Saturday 26th November, at Southrop Village Hall. Take the time to get festive 
together and create some festive cards and gifts for all! 

- Christmas Decorations– Towards the end of November we will be asking for any spare or extra decorations 
you may have to decorate the school.  

- Strictly Dancing! – Friday 2nd December, 7.30-10.30pm at Southrop Village Hall. Put on your dancing shoes 
and follow our super star Kate Holland in some Strictly Style dancing moves! Non partner dancing with a well 
stocked cocktail bar! 

- Christmas Raffle and Mince Pies Sale – The famous Southrop Hampers will be up for grabs in our festive 
Christmas raffle. The draw will take place on the last day of term with a mince pie sale! Yum! 

 

KEEP UP TO DATE ... Join our Facebook page to keep up to date with all PTA info and events! Search ‘Southrop 

School PTA’ 

  



After School Club  

Monday  Swans Sports Club    15:00 – 16:15 

 ASC – Crafts 15:00 – 17:00 

Tuesday Chess Club 
ASC - Art and junk modelling  

15:00-16:00 
15:00-17:00 

Wednesday Cygnets Sports Club 15:00-16:15 

 ASC - Crafts 15:00-17:00 

Thursday Cooking club and Play  15:00 – 17:00 

Friday  Quiet night … chilled night and free choice at the end of the week  15:00-17:00 

If your child is staying on Tuesday for art & junk modelling it would be useful if they could bring some junk/boxes 

into school.   

 

Message from Sam Bartholomew, Chair of Governors at Farmor’s 

We are seeking a new Clerk to Governor Committees at Farmor's.  

We have four committees that meet three times a year. 

If you know of anyone who would be interested in this position, please do ask them to contact me on this email 

address. s.bartholomew@farmors.gloucs.sch.uk 

With kind regards,  

Mr Sam Bartholomew, Chair of Governors Farmor's School 

 

mailto:s.bartholomew@farmors.gloucs.sch.uk




























 


