
  

 

Newsletter 3 – September 2022 

Our value this term is GENEROSITY 
 

Everyday 
Cygnets: bring reading books, reading records, spelling 
books, water bottles. 
Swans: bring water bottles, a healthy snack. 
 
Monday 10 October 
Wear PE kit 
Mr Bateman music lessons 
Tuesday 11 October 
Swans: Chess club 3-4pm 
No Y2&3 swimming today. 
Wednesday 12 October 
Wear PE kit 
David Meade music lessons 
Year 5 and 6: Far Peak climbing lesson, come wearing 
PE kit. 
Cygnets: Trip to Bristol Aquarium, register on the portal 
and order a school packed lunch by 9.00am on Tues 
11th. 
Thursday 13 October 
R&Y1: forest school – wear waterproofs, bring school 
uniform in a bag. 
Reception 23 Open Morning 9.30am. 
Mr Bateman music lessons 
 

 
Monday 17 October 
Wear PE kit 
Mr Bateman music lessons 
Tuesday 18 October 
Y2&3 Swimming, bring swimming things. 
Wednesday 19 October 
Wear PE Kit 
Worship in Church at 9.00am 
David Meade music lessons 
Reception 23 Open Morning 9.30am 
Year 5 and 6: Far Peak climbing lesson, come wearing 
PE kit. 
Year 5 & 5 Netball Be at Kingshill 3.45-5.30 parents to 
transport. 
Thursday 20 October 
Whole Cygnet Class: forest school – wear waterproofs, 
bring school uniform in a bag. 
Reception 23 Open Morning 9.30am. 
Mr Bateman music lessons 
Year 5 & 6 Tag Rugby Festival – 10.00-12.00 – Packed 
Lunches required. 
Friday 21 October 
Show & Share 2.30pm. 
 

 

Coming Up…  Inset Day on Monday 31st October, Thurs 3rd Nov English Update Meeting for parents 2.30pm.   

Other important information: 

Today is the closing date for the pumpkin growing competition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stars of the Day 
Week 4 – Amber, Ted, Dolly, Lyra 
Week 5 – Dolly,  Arianne, Jordan, Charlotte, Rupert, 
Hector 

Star of the Week  
Week 4 – Millicent for the quality of her writing and her 
responsible attitude.  
Week 5 -  Charlie for settling in so well to the Swan 
class  

Wings 
Well done to Noah, Phoebe and Archie who have already gained their wings: 

 
 
 

  

Pumpkin Competition 

Remember that today is the closing 

date to email in details of the 

circumference your biggest pumpkins. 

Here is something to aspire to – some 

beautiful and huge pumpkins donated 

to us by Thyme.  

 

 

School Council 

Well done to Millicent, Ferne, Eva, Juliette and Kiera who have been elected 

school council representatives until the end of Term 2.  

 

Open Mornings 

If you know anyone who has a child who will be starting in Reception in September 2023 please let them 

know about our open morning sessions:  

9.30 – 10.30 am    

 13th October  

2nd & 16th November 

 7th December 

In the Cygnet Classroom 

Last week, the Cygnets really enjoyed delving into the beautiful story of 'The Rainbow Bear' by Michael Morpurgo. It 

opened up lots of discussion about fiction books and non-fiction books and brought us beautifully on to discussing 



the illustrations of Ice Bear and polar bears. This week we are planning and starting to draft our class non-fiction 

book about polar bears. The children are excited and loved logging onto Epic books to read 'Polar bears in danger'. 

Their writing has improved and their use of vocabulary to describe how polar bears behave, what they look like and 

how they develop as cubs to adult polar bears. Well done Year ones and twos.  

In Maths, we have been exploring 2D shapes. The year one children can give you excellent definitions of basic 2D 

shapes, i.e. triangles, squares and circles, whilst the year two children can do so with more complex 2D shapes such 

as pentagons, hexagons and octagons. We are talking lots about their properties including edges, faces and vertices. 

Talk to your child about their shape knowledge and prepare to be surprised with 

what they know...hopefully! Superb work! We have also begun work on our new 

'Can do' add on known as 'Mastering Number'. The children are really enjoying 

using the rekenreks and these are being backed up at times by the numberblock 

videos, a lovely series on the BBC that you can access at home.  

 

In Topic, Under the Sea, we were incredibly lucky to have Philip Bowley visiting the Cygnets and then the Swans to 

talk to us about his wonderful experiences under the sea. We have created fantastic Turneresque Seascapes and are 

looking into different types of boats and ships and their features this week. We cannot wait for our trip to the Bristol 

Aquarium next week.  

In Science we have been thinking about different materials.  We have worked out what material absorbs water the 

best.  We then looked at how some fabrics are waterproof and others are not and had a go at making fabric 

waterproof.  Ted and Charlotte loved getting water poured on them!  

Please keep up the reading at home and ensure to quiz on Accelerated Reader at school and home. Have a 

wonderful weekend full of rest. 

… and the Nest   

Reception has continued telling us All about Me and we have learnt all about our families. We read together Peace 

at Last by Jill Murphy and discussed Mr Bear, Mrs Bear and Baby Bear. The children chanted the Mr Bear’s wonderful 

repetitive phrase "Oh no! I can't stand this!" with fabulous expression.  I was amazed and delighted how quickly they 

memorised the different places that he tried to sleep and the tedious noises that kept him awake.  

We cut paper doll families of our own, showing superb and much-improved scissor skills, and detailed and coloured 

them to represent our own families. We used our new phonics knowledge of sounds ‘m’ and ‘d’ to write mum and 

dad and recalled the names of our brothers and sisters.  In Morning Activities, we made loose part pebble families 

and through the day very much enjoyed the poem, “I have a little brother, his name is Tiny Tim.” 

As the weather has turned this week, we have grabbed the chance to look at a new theme - Autumn.  We have 

scoured the school grounds and nearby hedgerows and have made a display in the Nest showing acorns, conkers 

with their spiky shells, blackberries, apples, coloured leaves of all shapes and sizes and a pumpkin.  We read our first 

non-fiction/information book, noticing that the sentences gave us lots of facts about Autumn, the pictures were very 

clear and some were even labelled. We also enjoyed The Leaf Thief by Alice Hemming and Nicola Slater which put 

Autumn into action as the poor Squirrel found the leaves on his tree were disappearing daily.  It was Bird who 

explained that it was the wind who was the leaf thief - and, as winter came, it was the snow who took away the 

grass!  Remembering our Harvest Festival at St Peter’s at the beginning of last week is supporting our learning.  

In Phonics, we can now recognise and write i n p g o and c. The children are spotting initial sounds and applying them 

to our Autumn treasures: conkers and apples, as well as to our everyday equipment: pencil, paper, scissors and glue. 

They are getting very quick and will soon be blending.  

We have started Mastering Number in Maths and are subitising at every opportunity. The children are spotting one, 

two and three dots, showing them on their fingers and describing how they see them on the board. Their expression 

is superb and I am very excited by watching them grasp this way of understanding number.  



The Morning Activities and Continuous Provision have given lots of fun.  We built with Octoplay shapes and Fixits, 

curled paper chain caterpillars, played as doctors and teachers, ladled generous spoons of mud kitchen ice cream 

and thick soup, and emptied the Maths shed to set up a detailed shop display.   

Forest School has been sensational. Last week, were shown the different leaves of trees in Macaroni Woods and 

foraged the forest floor for them. We matched our findings with the leaves that Sue had laid out for us.  This 

morning, we thought about the tree trunks - their bredth and their bark. We blindfolded our partners, carefully 

guided them to a tree to feel, led them back to base and asked them to recognise the tree. I was so impressed by the 

care the children showed as they led their trusting friends around branches and stumps and forest obstacles.  

And there is always an extra. Today we were visited by Mr Bowley who showed us amazing photos of underwater 

wrecks, creatures and sea floors that he has filmed. He also demonstrated his diving equipment and let the children 

‘have a go’ imagining themselves as under the sea explorers.  

In the Swan classroom 

It has been an extremely busy two weeks in the Swans class.  Last week we had lots of fun splashing bout in the River 

at Coleshill.  The children impressed our guides with their knowledge of meanders and were able to find evidence of 

erosion and deposition.  The 5 and 6s measured the velocity of the river water while the 3s and 4s went bug hunting.  

In the afternoon we had a visit to the water mill and made some fish out of willow.  

   

  

In English Year 5&6 have been continuing their study of balanced argument texts while Year 3&4 have really enjoyed 

the story Diary of a Killer Cat and the outrageous antics and attitude of Tuffy the cat! All year groups have been 

learning about recounts, remembering to write in the past tense, first person and chronological order.  We discussed 

including only the interesting facts and making our writing more exciting using time connectives.  We are looking 

forward to writing our recounts of the Literature Festival next week.  

Maths across Key Stage 2 has been considering place value.  The Year 3s have been ordering 3 digit numbers and the 

Year 4 have started rounding to the nearest 100 and 1000.  In Year 5 we have been ordering number with 3 decimal 

places and the Year 6s have been learning about  multiples and factors as well as prime numbers.  

On Wednesday Year 5&6 went climbing whilst Year 3&4 stayed and created some art work.  Inspired by the work of 

Monet we spent time blending paint colour for a sunset over the river Thames.  The children learnt how to paint a 

reflection in the water and how to add texture with their brush strokes.  We will add a silhouette skyline to our 

pictures next week.  



In Computing we have been thinking about the advantages and disadvantages of communicating in online 

communities and the need to communicate as politely in the virtual world as in the real world. We have also been 

considering what constitutes bullying and cyberbullying and what we should do if we experience or witness 

cyberbullying.  

In Science Year 3&4 have been investigating how heat can cause solids to change to liquids and vice versa and the 

melting and freezing temperatures. They particularly enjoyed exploring this using chocolate! Year 5&6 have been 

designing electric circuits to go in a festive decoration. Next week they will be building and testing ready to present 

to Miss Davies and our science governor, in a Dragon’s Den type challenge.  

In PSHE we have been finding about techniques we can use to be assertive and using role play to practise some, so 

watch out for your children putting some of these techniques into practice at home! 

This Thursday we were lucky to have a visit from Phil Bowley.  He showed us a selection of photographs and videos 

from his diving trips.  Some of the children were able to try the breathing equipment and Juliette looked very 

fetching in the fins.  We were amazed by the diversity of fish and crustaceans that could be found in British waters.  

Thank you Phil for a very informative talk – you certainly inspired some divers for the future. 

Year 5 & 6 at the Climbing Wall 

   

    

Online learning 

We now have a subscription to Spellingframe for all the children from Y1 – 6. By going to www.spellingframe.co.uk  

and logging on, your child can access lots of fun spelling activities and games. You can also take a look at the results 

for the tests they have been doing at school.  

We have subscriptions to Accelerate Reader for reading book quizzes and Mathsframe for Y1 – 6   and Times Table 

Rock Stars for the Swans. You can find links to all of the learning platforms on our website in the learning zone 

http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/learning_zone/pupil_area/pupil_access_only.html If you need a reminder of 

your child’s logon details you will find them at the front of the Swans’ Home Reading Records, or you can contact 

your child’s teacher.  

You can access the Swans’ Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) at  

http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/learning_zone/pupil_area/kirfs.html  

 

http://www.spellingframe.co.uk/
http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/learning_zone/pupil_area/pupil_access_only.html
http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/learning_zone/pupil_area/kirfs.html


Whole Cygnet Class Forest School on 20th October 

The whole Cygnet Class will be going to Forest School for the morning on Thursday 20th October.  All children need to 

wear suitable clothing and wellington boots. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

There will be a Macmillan Coffee Morning at the Village Hall on Wed 19th October at the shop and post office, 8.45 – 

11.30, please support this if you can. 

PTA Update   

Congratulations to our PTA Committee 2022!  

A huge thank you to everyone that come to our AGM earlier this term. Our new committee for the year has been 

elected and outlined below. We are excited to begin some fundraisers and social events for our school community. 

Chair – Kelly (Juliette and Rupert’s Mum)  

Vice Chair – Zsofia (Emma and Oscar’s Mum) 

Secretary – Vita (Freya’s Mum) and Katherine (Toby’s Mum)  

Committee members:  

Claire (Harriet and Charlotte’s Mum) 

Kate (Ferne’s Mum) 

Rachel (Arianne’s Mum) 

Lucy (Rowan and Amber’s Mum)  

Jane (Guy and Archie’s Mum) 

Vicky and Dan (Holly’s Mum and Dad) 

Staff Representatives: 

Mrs McLellan & Mrs Williams 

Parents Coffee Morning – Wednesday 12th October at Southrop Village Hall – see attached poster. 

Join us after drop off for a coffee and some delicious homemade cake!  

PTA Jumble Sale 

Remember, Remember Saturday 5th November!  

We are thrilled to be able to bring back this much loved PTA fundraiser! If you have anything to donate, the donation 

times are at the bottom of the poster (aatached). If you are able to help out on the day, sorting, clearing or baking, 

please do let Kelly or Mrs Simmons know.  

After School Club  

Please note the earlier finish time for Sports Club. 

Monday  Swans Sports Club    15:00 – 16:15 

 ASC – Crafts 15:00 – 17:00 

Tuesday Chess Club 
ASC - Art and junk modelling  

15:00-16:00 
15:00-17:00 

Wednesday Cygnets Sports Club 15:00-16:15 

 ASC - Crafts 15:00-17:00 



Thursday Cooking club and Play  15:00 – 17:00 

Friday  Quiet night … chilled night and free choice at the end of the week  15:00-17:00 

If your child is staying on Tuesday for art & junk modelling it would be useful if they could bring some junk/boxes 

into school.   

 

 
 

 

  
  
 
  
  
  
 

  
 
  
 

  
 


