Newsletter 15 – May 2022
Our value this term is Courage
Stars of the Day
Oscar, Harriet J, William, Walter

Star of the Week
Week 2 – Rowan for her bravery.
Week 3 – The Year 6s for their courage.

Diary Dates
Fri 13th May - Yr 4, 5 & 6 Fencing
Mon 16th May – Cygnet Class SAT’s Week
Monday 16th May – Yr 2 Swimming &
Yr 5 & 6 Water Safety starts.
Tues 17th May – Chess Club
Wed 18th – Fri 20th May – Wilderness
Residential
Wed 18th May – Cygnets & remaining
Swans Trip to Sevington Victorian School.
Thurs 19th May – R & Y1 Forest School.
Mon 23rd May – Y2 Swimming &
Yr 5 & 6 Water Safety starts.
Wed 25th May – Worship in Church
Thurs 26th May – Beanology Group 3
Wed 27th May – Jubilee Celebration in
school.

In the Swan Classroom
The Year 6s have demonstrated our value of courage this week by approaching their SATs with a calm and stoical
attitude, as well as enjoying some down time doing their digital photography projects and some solving some tricky
puzzles.
Year 3,4 and 5 have been working on their persuasive writing skills and enjoying trying to persuade Mrs. Dawson to
give them extra break time and raffle tickets. They have been researching the techniques used in advertising and
designing their own cereal box that you simple won't be able to resist buying.
In Maths this week the Year 4 and 5s have been learning about different types of angles, recognising angles in
shapes and ordering and comparing angles. The Year 3s are starting their learning on time and thinking about the
number of seconds in a minute and the number of days in the year.
The afternoons have been busy and enjoyable. We have now started fencing lessons. Although it took us quite a
while to learn how to get all our fencing gear on properly, we had plenty of time to learn how to salute our opponent
and then to lunge, parry and riposte.
In art we are continuing our learning about street artists and learning about Keith Haring. We enjoying using bright
colours and action marks to give our figures dynamism and energy. This week we learnt how to write our names

graffiti style! In recorders we have progressed to learn B and A and have been practising moving between the two
notes and reading music on a stave.
In Science Year 5 and 6 were learning to create a classification key to classify different types of sweets! Year 3 and 4
were learning about plant nutrition and enjoyed the crop rotation game.
In History the whole class re-enacted an Anglo Saxon court. Oswald (a.k.a Guy) stood accused of murdering Lar in a
fight. After evidence from both Oswald and Lar’s families and much gossiping amongst the villagers, the 12
tithingmen found him guilty. Sadly Oswald was sentenced to death by drowning by the shire-reeve (a.k.a Millie)!
We have also found time to do some country dancing. Although we have missed a few years due to Covid it is all
starting to come back to us now and we can't wait to demonstrate our skills at the village fete!

In the Cygnets
An excellent couple of weeks in the Cygnet classroom. The children have been focused, diligent and full of fun. We
have been learning about the Victorians and soaking up how lucky we are to live now rather than then. They are
enjoying researching through books all the wonderful inventions, discoveries and explorations that happened during
the Victorian era. We are looking forward to our visit to Sevington Victorian School albeit a little nervous about what
Miss Squire has in store for us!
In Maths, we have been practising a range of SATs questions in preparation for SATs next week. We have also been
exploring fractions carefully and using the part, whole model and bar charts to help us understand fractions of
quantities more carefully. Year one children are enjoying measuring and exploring lengths and width of different
objects along with some mastery challenges thrown in to enhance our understanding.
In English, we have just finished up a whole unit based on non-fiction books featuring dinosaurs and fossils. We even
wrote a class quiz ready for the Swans next week. We will be looking at a video called Dangle and doing some story
writing, exploring poetic techniques and performing too. We have focused on present and past tense this week and
reminded ourselves of what verbs, nouns, adjectives and adverbs are. The children are honing their phonic skills and
are reading nonsense words with more confidence.
In RE we have been discussing how Jesus wants us all to be at peace all of the time and not to let our hearts be
troubled. We have brainstormed all the different ways our hearts may feel sad, the year one and two children gave
incredibly mature answers and we worked our way through the different ways we can put our hearts at ease. Well
done Cygnets another wonderful couple of weeks of learning.

…. and the Nest
Having enjoyed The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle, Reception has been busy piecing together the life cycle of a plant, and un
Having enjoyed The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle, Reception has been busy piecing together the life cycle of a plant, and
understanding the seasons and their role in the germination and growth of seeds into flowers - with a lot of luck. You
don’t want to find you are a seed blown in the ocean or onto the desert or an icy mountain. You don’t want to find
you are munched by a hungry mouse or pecked up by a bird. You don’t want to be smothered by a weed, trampled
by busy children or picked for a friend. Ho no. Life has lots of chances - and with persistence and fortune you can
start from small and make it big. Lots of life lessons as well as life cycles. We have also pulled out our green fingers
and have planted a feast. We have cress heads on the window sill, egg boxes of sunflower seeds outside and runner
beans both in plastic bags taped to the classroom window and hiding in the dark in the Nest. We will see how they
all fare. There is a further crop of runner beans in loo rolls outside standing up to this inclement May.
The children are consolidating their sounds superbly in Phonics. They do have a great recollection when we review
old friends. We are marching through RWI Set 3 sounds and comparing different digraphs that sound the same We
have just looked at ‘ur’ and ‘er’ and recalled ‘ir’.

We now know all sides of number 9 - one more than, one less than and partitioning. We have used our sunflower
and runner bean seeds to make different groups of 9 and have worked hard at writing the number so it isn’t
confused with P. That is a hard one.
Again, the children are dressing up at every opportunity. Their imaginations are glorious and their narratives
unmissable. They are fabulous as a four, interacting with ease and each contributing their own take. Well done,
Reception. You are focusing brilliantly and it is a pleasure to watch you working together so very well.
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Parent Governor Update
Parent governor Duncan Smith has resigned from his position. We are very grateful for his contribution and support
of the school. We will shortly be sending out information about the election process for a replacement parent
governor, so please have a think if you might be interested. Please feel free to talk to Mrs McLellan, Miss Davies or
Mrs Tipple (the staff governor) if you need any more information about what is involved.

Filming for promotional video
Very excitingly, a small film crew will be on site on Thursday 26th May to film a promotional video and take some
high quality photographs that can be used to update the website. They will accompany the children to forest school
and drop in at the field for an additional PE lesson that Miss Belcher will be doing there. Could the Swans please
come to school in their PE kit, but bring their school uniform, including school shoes, to change into afterwards?
We are hoping that as many children as possible will be included in the filming.
In order for you to give your permission for this we have set up some new data fields on the portal and it is really
important to us that you do visit the site to update these fields, in order for your child to be included in the filming.
There is a choice of having your child included at the forefront of the video or photo, in the background or not at all.
This is in the same area of the portal that you accessed last week to get your child’s school report. Please review the
Public Relations section on The Portal. This can be found within the Restrictions section in your Childs record on The
Portal. Please find below a reminder of how to access this area:
To access this go to School Office | Childrens Records from the main menu. This link will take you directly
there (https://portal.thesystem.cloud/children).
Once there, click on the bookmark/relationship next to the child name.

Now, from your Childs Record, select Restrictions | Public Relations, where you ensure your preferences are
saved.
While there, please take a moment to update the Photo & Video / Social Media sections, we use these
permissions for routine school life and events

SATs week
Well done Year 6 who have tried their very best during the week. Due to their positive attitude they’ve really
enjoyed SATs week and are going to miss their SATs breakfasts in the Nurture Cabin now!
On Friday they were presented with their leavers’ hoodies which they can now enjoy wearing until the end of the
year. They also joined the Head-Teachers for lunch.

PTA Gardening Day II – almost there!
Thank you to Mr Millard for all the hard work he has put in, after
hours, finishing off the raised beds. They look amazing. Also a big
thank you to
everyone who
pitched in last
Saturday: the
Smith, Sneddon,
Hinton, Swatton,
Giles and
Mahoney
families. It was another very productive day and more cake was
consumed! The majority of the weeding has now been done,

including the nettle forest outside the five bar gate, where wildflower seeds have been sprinkled. The large gravel
area by the chicken coop was levelled, the new raised beds and renovated bench have been painted. The soil and
manure were moved into the raised beds and once the weed suppressing fabric was down we were ready for the
gravel to arrive, which was kindly delivered by the Hinton family and donated by Hills, the company Mr Hinton works
for. It took 2 hours of intense barrowing to get the two tonnes of gravel into place, but the transformation is
amazing. A final thank you to Mr Cooper Botting who jet washed the playground this week too. Well done
everyone!

The children have now started to plant up the beds with seeds, which is very satisfying.

Governing Body Survey
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to complete the survey and offer suggestions. It would really help
with school improvement to have feedback from all of you. The survey closes at 5pm today.

Swimming
Swimming for Year 2 and water safety for Year 5 and 6 starts on Monday. Please remember to send your child in
with their kit and if you have not ordered a school packed lunch please remember to send your child with one as the
children will not be back in time for hot school meals.

Residential
Please take time this weekend to make sure you have all the items on the kit list if your child is off to The Wilderness
on Wednesday. Please note that each child needs a pillow case as well as a sleeping bag or duvet, eventhough this is
not stated on the kit list. The coach will be leaving at 9.00 am from outside the Swan, you are welcome to watch the
children leave for their trip.

Start of Day
Just a reminder that the gate is open for Before School Club from 8am each day. The school day starts when the bell
is rung at 8.40am. As soon as the children are in the classroom the register is taken and the register closes at
8.45am. In accordance with the requirements from the Department of Education, any child who arrives after that
time is recorded on the register with an unauthorised absence for the morning session. Prompt arrival at school is
really appreciated as it allows the children to start their day in a calm way, joining their friends on the line. It also
minimises the disruption for staff, as they aren’t called away from their jobs to let people in through the gate and
register late arrivals.

Country Dance and the Village Fete
We are delighted to have so many children from Year 2 to 6 sign up to take part in the country dance demonstration
at Southrop Village Fete on Saturday 11th June. Please make sure you keep that Saturday free if your child wishes to
participate.

Chess Club
This is proving to be a very popular with children from both classes. We are fortunate to have a new volunteer from
the village come forward to help out, Alec Atchison. Alec will run the club on alternate weeks to Stephen Wells, so
we are now able to offer the club every week.

Be Prepared
Thank you to those of you who do always send your children in with the correct equipment. The Cygnets need their
Yellow reading books daily and their green spelling books on Monday and Friday. Please could the children wear
black School shoes rather than trainers on days they are not doing PE. If they have outgrown their current shoes and
you are waiting for replacements to arrive, then please let their teacher know.

PTA Update
Are you good with numbers and love a spreadsheet?
The PTA are looking for someone to take on the role of Treasurer. Ideally you will be organised, confident with
money and passionate about supporting our children’s education and activities. If you would like to talk it through or
know anymore please let any of the PTA know. Attached is a role description of what the position entails. We look
forward to hearing from you!

Southrop Open Gardens – Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd May
A wonderful opportunity to see the beautiful gardens around Southrop Village. We will be opening up the Wildlife
Garden as part of the event. If anyone is willing and able to help on the day, welcoming people, talking to them
about the garden and school, taking ticket money and encouraging them to volunteer or donate, please let a
member of the PTA know. More information about which gardens are open and ticket prices will be available soon.
Teas and Cake and some fantastic plants will be on sale from the Village Hall over the weekend.
Southrop Village Fete – 11th June

We are so pleased the fete is back and set to be bigger and better than EVER! All funds raised from the fete are split
equally among four organisations, the school being one of them! If you are able to help in anyway: serving teas,
making a cake, helping on a stall or even donating chipped crockery for the crockery smash we would be really
grateful. Please let any of the PTA know, send a message to the facebook group or email
Southropvillagefete@gmail.com. See you there!
Car Boot Sale
The PTA are looking at holding a Car Boot sale on Sunday 17th July. If you are interested in having a spot please
email pta@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk Cars £10, Vans £15.
The PTA Beer Festival!
As there are so many events happening this summer we have made the decision to postpone the Beer Festival this
year until Saturday 17th September. We are hoping this will be a great way to start the new term. Note the date and
watch this space for more information coming soon! As always, volunteers are very welcome!

Julia McLellan
Mrs J McLellan
Co-Head Teachers

Megan Davies
Miss M Davies

