Newsletter 11– February 2022
Our value this term is Respect
Stars of the Day
Week 1 – Connie, William & Kiera
Star of the Week
Week 1 - Wilf for his resilience

Music Exams
Well done to the drummers Ollie who achieved Grade 1 and Logan
Grade 3.

Diary Dates
Tues 8th March – Knitting club is
cancelled for this term.
Tues 8th March – 4.00pm Swans Cross
Country at Kingshill School
Thurs 10th – Last Beanology session
for this group.
Fri 11th March – Ukraine Day
Fri 11th March – Chance to Shine
Cricket starts. Remember to wear PE
Kit.
Tues 15th March – Chess Club
Thurs 17th March – No Forest School
Mon 21st March – Year 5&6 Netball at
Kingshhill 3.45pm.
Fri 25th Wear a Hat Day
Tus 29th March – Chess Club
Thurs 7th April – All Cygnets to Forest
School
Fri 8th April – Easter Service
Fri 8th April 1.30pm end of Term 4

Covid-19 Guidelines March 2022:
Even though the domestic restrictions in England have been removed, there are still steps you can take to reduce the
risk of catching and spreading COVID-19. Please continue to test if you if you have Covid-19 symptoms, and stay at
home if positive. We are still asking that you do not send your children back to school until they have had two
negative tests, spaced 24 hours apart, or until day 10 if they are unlucky enough to still be testing positive.
Please could you continue to talk to your children about the importance of washing their hands thoroughly and
regularly?
Covid Measures:



We will continue to:
o

ask pupils to wash their hands on arrival at school and after breaks and at hometime.

o

ventilate the classrooms, but not at expense of necessary warmth, open windows and doors to
clear air when room not in use.

o

hold outdoor worship where possible



Staff continue to wash hands first thing on arrival at school.



The Co-Head teachers are required to monitor cases to identify any outbreaks and close contacts. If 5 staff
or pupils test positive within a 10 day period or if a member of staff or pupil is admitted to hospital we will
seek public health advice and implement additional infection control measures – e.g. additional cleaning,
additional ventilation.
Full details can be seen in the Outbreak Management Plan on the website.

Covid-19 Symptoms
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are usually mild, but some people can become very unwell.




High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)
New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have these symptoms you are able to seek testing.
You can ask for a test:



for yourself, if you have coronavirus symptoms now (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss
or change to your sense of smell or taste)
for someone you live with, if they have coronavirus symptoms

You need to get the test done in the first 5 days of having symptoms.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-havecoronavirus/
Adhering to Government Guidance
Please adhere to the latest government guidance on socialising and avoiding infection, which can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Covid-19 Arrangements
If you have any concerns or questions about the new arrangements in school please contact Mrs Simmons
(admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk) , Miss Davies or Mrs McLellan (head@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk)

Please can everyone come to school in a hat on Friday 25th March and bring
a donation of £1 to Brain Tumour Research
This is a lovely way to honour Chloe’s dad,
Jonathan, who died of this condition last
year. As you can see Chloe and her dad
have always been partial to a hat.
https://www.braintumourresearch.org/fundraise/wear-a-hat-day

In the Swan Classroom
Our new geography topic in the Swans is The North American Dream. We will be exploring the continent but also
looking particularly at the Grand Canyon.
In English Year 5&6 are using the Michael Morpurgo book, Kensuke’s Kingdom, to develop their own writing in a range of
text types: descriptive writing, balanced arguments, formal letter to name just a few. Year 3&4 are using ‘The Blue House’
by Phoebe Wahl and ‘I’ll Take You to Mrs Cole’ by Nigel Gray and Michael Foreman to explore settings and emotions.
PE this term is tennis and gymnastics up at the village hall.
In computing we will be completing our Scratch coding and going on to using technology to create digital images.
All year groups will be learning about the human body. For Year 3&4 the focus is on the teeth and dental hygiene,
the digestive system and food chains. Could the children please bring in their toothbrush and toothpaste for the
Science lesson on Tuesday next week, 8th March? Year 5&6 are looking human life cycles, which will include
gestation periods of a range of animals, including humans, human foetal and baby development, key physical and
emotional changes during puberty and the physical and mental changes to the human body as it ages.
This will be supported in PSHE (Personal Social and Health Education) by lessons on Growing & Changing, Life Stages
and Changing Bodies.
In Maths Y6 are calculating percentages, Y5 finding decimal and fraction equivalent and Y3&4 are working on using
times tables facts to help multiplying larger numbers.
For RE we are considering Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’? and in Music we are thinking
about pitch and will be using this in our own compositions.

In the Cygnet Classroom
The Cygnets got off to a great start to Spring 2. Year Ones are busy learning and exploring properties of 3D shapes.
Year Twos are beginning their multiplication journey. In English, we are learning the features of recounts through the
book 'Farmer Duck'. The children have used time connectives to add more information to their sentences about all
of the Duck's daily jobs. We have also hot seated the duck and questioned him intensely to find out how he really
felt about doing all the work. This week we have had lots of conversations about how we prepare for Easter. We
loved our pancake races and learned lots about Ash Wednesday and what we can do to be more during Lent this
year.
We have also had a busy week full of book activities to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of World Book Day. Each
morning we have started our day with a book activity, Tuesday morning was one of our favourites. The children
loved guessing who the Masked Reader was and Oscar and Charlotte guessed the best! Lovely Kim from the
Madhatter's Bookshop gave us a wonderful £75 voucher to spend in Burford at her shop and some of our children
will visit next Wednesday to do this. Thank you to the wonderful Lesley, Kathy, Gareth, Duncan and Kelly who all

came in to read to the children. The Mystery Reader may be a regular event as it was extremely popular with the
children.
On World Book Day, the whole school came together for an assembly featuring riddles, rap songs and books. The
children enjoyed numerous activities such as sharing a story with hot chocolate, scavenger hunts, dressing up as
their favourite book characters, quizzes, comic writing, finding Wally, readathons and a daily Mystery Reader. World
Book Day featured Mr Smith with a telehandler at the Jubilee field, he showed us what this piece of machinary can
do and also raised our Headteachers to the sky. We all enjoyed storytime around the telehandler and the children
had many questions to ask including how much a telehandler may cost!
We also are really enjoying our new topic Superheroes Around the World! What a great first week back, well done
Cygnets.

…. and the Nest
This week started with Shrove Tuesday and Reception has focused on pancakes and recipes. We've loved it! We
have centred our learning on the clever story of Mr Wolf's Pancakes. We admired his persistence and resilience in
making "a huge pile of delicious pancakes on the table, all ready for eating" - all by himself, and considered why each
of his neighbours were disinclined to help him. We also very much enjoyed the surprise ending! We have looked at
recipes in cookbooks and know about ingredients and method and the importance of clarity and order. We used a
recipe to make maple syrup and cinnamon playdough to roll and toss as pancakes. It smelled delicious. We also
talked about why we eat pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and looked at traditions in other parts of the world. We will
finish with the story of Mama Panya's Pancakes, set in Kenya, and compare our two books, their characters - and
sharing.
We have been comparing numbers in Maths - building towers to see whose has more or fewer bricks, or are they
equal? We have made piles of large objects and others of small ones and worked out which has more by
counting. We are also looking at sequencing and considering events in order. We coloured, cut and pasted pictures
to show the correct process for cleaning our teeth from turning on the tap to rinsing the toothpaste.
Reception is making great ground with Phonics work and will start Set 3 sounds next week. They are racing through
Book Bag Books and very much enjoying their reading. That is super work, Reception :-).

World Book Day
We have had a fabulous week with mystery readers each afternoon: Jonty from Year 7, Mr Scrivener, the Lechlade
curate, Gareth Griffiths, Mrs Newton, Mrs Hollis, Mrs Smith and Mr Smith, who took a break from giving a
Telehandler demonstration, to read each class a story!
Thank you for all the effort you made to send the children dressed as their favourite book character on the day. All
the staff came dressed as characters from Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Other activities included a book swap,
MC Grammar rapping, a masked reader competition, quizzes, sharing a book, comic strips, hot chocoloate and a
story. Thank you to all of the staff for the extra effort they put in and particularly to Mrs Tipple for coordinating
everything.
With an eye on reducing waste, The Madhatter Bookshop in Burford, who usually very kindly supply us with the
World Book Day £1 books for free, have instead given us £75 to spend on books in their bookshop. The children who
have read the most words on Accelerated, two lucky dip winners, plus the winners of the masked reader
competition will be going with Mrs Tipple to the bookshop next week to choose the books.
If you forgot to send money in for World Book Day, could you please remember to send it in next week? So far we
have £34.50. The money is going to Read for Good, a charity which provides a regular supply of brand new books
along with storyteller visits to brighten up the days of children in all of the UK’s main children’s hospitals. We
think it is really important message to the children to show care to those less fortunate than themselves, however
we have noticed that the amounts collected on these charity days have been reducing.

Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday

The whole school enjoyed a pancake race and then
consuming the pancakes, in preparation for the start of
Lent. While he was in school, Gareth Griffith was also
able to explain what happens in church on Ash
Wednesday when a service is held to ask for
forgiveness. The remaining palm crosses from the
previous year are burnt to create the ash, which is then
mixed with a little oil to enable it to stick, when it is
used to mark the foreheads of those who attend the
service. Each of the Swan children who wished to had
their foreheads marked with a cross.

The School Minibus
Dear Parents
We understand that not all parents may know the history behind the minibus and why we ask for contributions
towards swimming and Forest School transport and thought it would be useful to give you some background
information.
When Forest School first started, around 2004, Reception parents took part in a rota to help and were expected to
transport their children to and from the woods. There was a shift in the working patterns of parents and gradually
fewer and fewer Reception parents were available to help with these sessions. As a result, the school started to hire
a minibus on a weekly basis. This was possible as Forest School was provided free of charge by The Ernest Cook

Trust. The trust no longer provide Forest School to local schools and we now have to pay for our sessions at
Macaroni Woods.
Four years ago, the decision was made to lease a minibus, which would allow the school permanent access to
transport for Forest School, sporting events and small group trips. It has been an asset to the school and something
we would like to continue having in the future. It is great to see our school logo wherever the bus goes.
The school minibus costs the school around £6000 a year to lease and on top of that we have to pay for the fuel and
regular safety checks. It was originally agreed that the PTA would contribute £1000 to the annual lease costs. They
have been happy to do this and they also provide funds for larger coach trips. Many schools provide fewer trips and
at a cost to the parents which includes transport. The variety of trips is one of the things that makes Southrop
special and with the help of the PTA we only have to ask parents for a contribution towards entrance tickets.
We will be continuing to ask for contributions to fuel for the minibus but please get in touch if you have any
difficulties with these payments.
Thank you for your continued support.

Day for Ukraine
Of course we have all been shocked by the unfolding events in Ukraine. To show support for the Ukrainian people
we would to join a ‘Day for Ukraine’ on Friday 11th March, which is being organised by RAF Brize Norton. Please
come wearing Blue/Yellow clothing and make a donation towards the BRC’s appeal for Ukraine. You are also asked
to bring in any supplies that you are willing/able to donate to the humanitarian crisis.
Please note: it is very important that this is strictly limited to the items that the BRC are asking for:
- Dried food (Long-life items only)
- Water
- First Aid Supplies
- Medicines
- Toiletries & Sanitary Items
- Warm Clothes & Underwear
- Sleeping Bags (No duvets or pillows)
- Children’s toys

Chance to Shine Cricket
Starting on Friday 11th March the whole school will be taking part in the Chance to Shine Cricket Programme. The
children will need to wear their PE kit each Friday, the last session will be on Friday 1st April. We will let you know if
there are any changes to pick up on Fridays.

Julia McLellan
Mrs J McLellan
Co-Head Teachers

Megan Davies
Miss M Davies

