Newsletter 9 – January 2022
Our value this term is Respect
Stars of the Day
Weeks 3 & 4 Harriet, Arthur L, Toby, Arthur M, Chloe & Walter
Star of the Week
Week 3 - Harriet M for her progress in Maths.
Week 4 – Archie for his resilience.
Friday Table
Well done to the children who have been role models of good
behaviour during lunch and got to sit on the Friday table:
Week 2 – Eva-Mae, Emma, Rowan, Freya Charlotte, Amber and
Bea
Week 3 – Harry, Phoebe, Jack, James, Walter and Connie
Week 4 -

Diary Dates
1st February 3pm Chess Club
1st February Parents’ Consultations
2nd February Parents’ Consultations
2nd February Cross Country Y5&6
4th February Numbers Day
9th February Worship in Church
15th February Cygnet trip to ‘Sharing
Shakespeare at Mary Arden’s Farm
15th February 3pm Chess Club
16th February – Swans’ trip to the
Corinium Museum
18th February – End of Term 3 at
3.30pm

Covid-19 Guidelines January 2022:
Thank you to those of you who have been continuing to test yourselves and your children. It is really
helpful to try to minimise the transfer of infections. Quite a few pupils have been complaining of stomach
ache, please be aware that this can be a symptom of the Omicron variant.
Changes to our guidelines Due to the increase risk levels at the moment, we are asking all adults to wear facemasks at drop-off and
pick up and not to come inside the school building.
If you have access to lateral flow tests please test yourselves and your children twice a week if you feel
comfortable doing this. It is helpful to the school to help contain outbreaks.
Please could you continue to talk to your children about the importance of washing their hands
thoroughly and regularly?

Covid Measures:


We will continue to:
o

ask pupils to wash their hands on arrival at school and after breaks and at hometime.

o

ventilate the classrooms, but not at expense of necessary warmth, open windows and doors to
clear air when room not in use.

o

hold outdoor worship where possible

o

have additional cleaning of high touch areas at lunchtime.



Face coverings are recommended for staff in crowded spaces, though not required.



Staff continue to wash hands first thing on arrival at school.



Symptomatic staff or pupils, and those who record a positive test, will still need to isolate in line with current
guidance.



The Co-Head teachers are required to monitor cases to identify any outbreaks and close contacts. If 5 staff
or pupils test positive within a 10 day period or if a member of staff or pupil is admitted to hospital we will
seek public health advice and implement additional infection control measures – e.g. additional cleaning,
additional ventilation.
Full details can be seen in the Outbreak Management Plan on the website.

Covid-19 Symptoms
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are usually mild, but some people can become very unwell.




High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)
New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have these symptoms you are able to seek testing.
You can ask for a test:



for yourself, if you have coronavirus symptoms now (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss
or change to your sense of smell or taste)
for someone you live with, if they have coronavirus symptoms

You need to get the test done in the first 5 days of having symptoms.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-havecoronavirus/
Adhering to Government Guidance
Please adhere to the latest government guidance on socialising and avoiding infection, which can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Covid-19 Arrangements

If you have any concerns or questions about the new arrangements in school please contact Mrs Simmons
(admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk) , Miss Davies or Mrs McLellan (head@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk)

In the Swan Classroom
The whole class have all been investigating news reports in English and the Year 3&4s are busy writing their own
articles about things that have been going on in school.
In Maths Year 3 & 4 have been working very successfully using the written method for addition. Year 5 have been
applying their knowledge of division and multiplication to solve real life problems and Year 6 have been adding and
subtracting mixed numbers.
We have all been busy carrying out investigations in Science, Y5&6 to find out which was the best material to
insulate Mrs McLellan’s cup of tea and Y3&4 to find out the best material for waterproofing.

In RE we have been finding out about the reasons Jewish people celebrate the Passover and the traditions they
follow. In D&T everyone has completed their designs for brooches and have started to make prototypes. In our
study of music chronology and history we have looked at Baroque and the use of certain instruments over the ages.
In Computing Year 5&6 have been modifying an existing maze game and Year 3&4 considering the pros and cons of
paper-based and online quizzes

In the Cygnet Classroom
The last two weeks, we have been reading and exploring 'The Whales' Song' by Dyan Sheldon and Gary Blythe. We
also had a go at writing our own stories about animals.
In Computing, we have been learning about algorithms and we have made Lego models and written and followed
instructions to make each other's models. We have thoroughly enjoyed finding out about Queen Elizabeth I and
Queen Victoria, this week we focused on what sort of queens they were and whilst listening to Classical music did
pencil drawings of our favourite Queen. We then looked at colour mixing and used watercolours to paint our
portraits.

In Maths, the children have been focusing on number facts and column subtraction, which they are mastering
beautifully. The Year 2 children also enjoyed a spot of bird watching in the Great Big Birdwatch and made bar charts
to represent the different species and amounts they saw.
In RE, we have been learning about Judaism and have talked about Shabbat, the Shema and the Torah. Ask your
children to find out more! They have taken part in many activities discovering Judaism and how it differs but is also
very similar to Christianity.

… and the Nest

Reception had a hugely enjoyable time reading The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson. We
considered Plop's apprehension of the dark countered by the support and encouragement of his mother and of the
friendly characters he met. His new friends shared their love of the dark with clear descriptions and beautiful
illustrations. We discussed our feelings about the dark and what makes us comfortable and confident. We chose
adjectives to include in a sentence about the dark and drew super illustrations of our own. Afterwards we made
gorgeous soft, cotton-wool owlets, careful tissue-paper collaged barn owl masks and scurried into a blacked-out den
under the classroom tables with torches and glow stars.

This week we have been looking at dinosaurs. The Reception children know lots already and are identifying different
dinosaurs with ease. We have a collection of non-fiction books and are considering questions and what more we
would like to know about dinosaurs. We have named our own - we have a Smithosaurus, Gorjosaurus,
Reainbowsparklasaurus and a Blooasaurus - and written questions using super phonics skills ready to investigate
next week. ‘How meny spices (many spikes) does a stegosaurus have?’ ‘How hevee iz a tee rex?’ ‘What did the
dinosaur do when the hubivre et meet (herbivore ate meat)?’ ‘What kind ov dinosaur eats mit?’
In Maths, we have looked at the composition of 5 in every which way. We have played games, used counters on
number lines, sheep in a jeep and dinosaurs in the mud. We have looked at one more and one less than 5 and how
many remain when some are taken away. We are learning that if we know that the whole is 5, we can work out
which part is in and out of the jeep, or frolicking in the mud and resting on the bank.
We made seed and lard covered pinecone bird feeders in Forest School last week and crossed the woods with
compasses this week. On Tuesday, Reception all visited the SCARF Life Education bus and talked and learned about
their bodies. They were model pupils, sitting beautifully for a long session and responding with interest and
enthusiasm. It has been a very busy and productive fortnight and I am proud and delighted. Well done, Reception.

BeanOlogy
Our first group of children have started their BeanOlogy sessions. The children have made a fabulous light house
which is held up by people, things and mantras that support them and make them a shining light. Each child made a
worry box yesterday, encouraging children to pop their worries in the box and then asking for help to deal with them
at the end of the day. Each week the children have been practising their mantras and breathing in their superhero

Wildlife Garden Working Party
The raised beds, willow dome and edgings in the Wildlife Garden are coming to the end of their useful life and need
some refurbishment and replacing. The PTA have kindly agreed to coordinate and fund some of this. They are
looking for volunteers to get involved in the spring to get the garden ready to be enjoyed by the children in the
summer, for relaxation and gardening.
Please contact Kelly Smith or another member of the PTA if you are interested in participating in the group which
should be good fun and make a great difference to the children.

Friday 4th February
This has been masterminded by the School Council. Please come dressed in home clothes with a numbers theme, or
a onesy and bring £1.50 to donate to the NSPCC. During the day there will be lots of maths challenges, with the
chance to win raffle tickets. We will be learning maths through stories in the morning and practically in the
afternoon, weighing ingredients and baking cakes in mugs. The day will end in style with the grand raffle draw.

Chess Club
Chess Club is coming up again next Tuesday from 3 – 4pm. It is a lovely
calm pause in the busy week. If you would like your child to stay for this
club, please book them in to After School Club on the portal for 1 hour.

The Big Garden Birdwatch

We have all enjoyed taking part in the Big Garden Birdwatch for another year and will be sending in our results in online. Mrs Woodhams has a great knowledge of birds and was able to help us to spot: chaffinch, goldfinch, collareddove, great tit, blue tit, greenfinch, blackbird, woodpigeon, robin, house sparrow, jackdaw, wren, redwing, greater
spotted woodpecker, green woodpecker.

Be one in a million!
In 2021, more than one million people took part in Big Garden Birdwatch, all coming together to look out for birds.
Why not join in and be one in a million for 2022?
Shockingly, we’ve lost 38 million birds from UK skies in the last 50 years, so it really is vital we do all we can to look
after our birdlife. You can take part at home too this weekend, simply count the birds you see in your garden, from
your balcony or in your local park for one hour between 28 and 30 January.

Life Education Visit
Each year group has enjoyed a trip to visit the Life Education team, not forgetting Harold the Giraffe, up at the village
hall! The purpose of the sessions it to learn more about how the body works, using interactive videos and games,
and to talk about what we can do to keep ourselves and others healthy, happy and safe. Reception learnt about the
essentials elements for keeping healthy and who their trusted adults are to administer medicines. Year 1&2 learnt
about the food groups and the part they play in keeping our bodies healthy. Harold also taught them some lessons
about sharing. The Year 3 & 4s took a tour inside the circulatory, respiratory and digestive systems. Rowan did a
fabulous job acting as a piece of food, making its way through digestive system and heading towards the toilet! The
Year 5&6s talked about decisions and peer pressure, including about drugs and alcohol.

Gymnastics Festival
A big well done to Ollie, Rowan and Harriet M who represented the school at the gymnastics festival at Deer Park
School. It is a big deal to turn out on a Monday evening in coldest, darkest January! Thank you to the parents too for
making this possible. As you can see the children threw themselves into the activities and really impressed the gym
coaches:

Great news…The UK’s best family magazine is now free to all
parents & guardians- Enjoy!

Like & follow us on

Stay safe,
The Family First Team

Julia McLellan
Mrs J McLellan
Co-Head Teachers

Megan Davies
Miss M Davies

