Newsletter 7 – December 2021
Our value this term is Humility
Stars of the Day
Harriet and William - the all of the cygnets for being fabulous in
the play.
Star of the Week
Week 6 - Emma for her hard work.
Friday Table
Well done to the children who have been role models of good
behaviour during lunch and got to sit on the Friday table:
Week 6 – Harry, Phoebe, Jack,
James, Walter and Connie

Diary Dates
.
17th December 1.00pm Carol Service
in School Playground and 1.30pm
term ends.
4th January – INSET day
5th January – Term 3 starts
6th January – Theatre Trip

Wings:
William for being absolutely fabulous on stage. Not only was he a
roman solider, he stepped up to the role of Joseph at the last
minute. He did it perfectly.
Toby for taking a huge role in the nativity and just doing it!
Harriet J for stepping up in all her learning. Her attitude to a
challenge is great and she has made brilliant progress.

Covid-19 Guidelines December 2021:
Changes to our guidelines Due to the increase risk levels at the moment, we are asking all adults to wear facemasks at drop-off and
pick up and not to come inside the school building.
We ask that if anyone in your household has tested positive for Covid, or is waiting for the results of a
PCR test, please do not send your child into school until the isolation period is complete.
We are not aware of any further changes for the New Year at the moment. We will let you know if we obtain any
further information.
Please could you continue to talk to your children about the importance of washing their hands thoroughly and
regularly? We have had a number of children off school in the last few weeks with infections.

Covid Measures:


We will not be continuing with class “bubbles” and all staff and pupils may mix.



We will continue to:
o

ask pupils to wash their hands on arrival at school and after breaks and at hometime.

o

ventilate the classrooms, but not at expense of necessary warmth, open windows and doors to
clear air when room not in use.

o

hold outdoor worship where possible

o

have additional cleaning of high touch areas at lunchtime.



Face coverings are recommended for staff in crowded spaces, though not required.



Staff continue to wash hands first thing on arrival at school.



Symptomatic staff or pupils, and those who record a positive test, will still need to isolate in line with current
guidance.



The Co-Head teachers are required to monitor cases to identify any outbreaks and close contacts. If 5 staff
or pupils test positive within a 10 day period or if a member of staff or pupil is admitted to hospital we will
seek public health advice and implement additional infection control measures – e.g. additional cleaning,
additional ventilation.
Full details can be seen in the Outbreak Management Plan on the website.

Covid-19 Symptoms
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are usually mild, but some people can become very unwell.




High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)
New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have these symptoms you are able to seek testing.
You can ask for a test:



for yourself, if you have coronavirus symptoms now (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss
or change to your sense of smell or taste)
for someone you live with, if they have coronavirus symptoms

You need to get the test done in the first 5 days of having symptoms.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-havecoronavirus/
Adhering to Government Guidance

Please adhere to the latest government guidance on socialising and avoiding infection, which can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Covid-19 Arrangements
If you have any concerns or questions about the new arrangements in school please contact Mrs Simmons
(admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk) , Miss Davies or Mrs McLellan (head@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk)

In the Swan Classroom
We have been busy doing the end of term assessments alongside getting ready for Christmas – sometimes we have
even been able to combine the two with some Christmas themed grammar competitions! To complete our topic on
the Romans we thought about the legacy of the Romans in Britain: underfloor heating, sewage systems, Roman
numerals, grapes and cabbages, to name just a few! Take a look at our Show and Share to find out more.

Christmas Parties
The children had a great time yesterday at their respective parties. Thank you to the PTA for providing party food.
We greeted our special visitor with Christmas songs.

Father Christmas consulting his list of naughty children – thankfully there was no one on it!

In the Cygnet Classroom
The last couple of weeks have been super busy with … Christmas. Assessments were done and out of the way so
that the children could enjoy the run into Christmas. The children started with Experience Christmas. A magical
time at St Peter’s Church together learning about the different parts of the Christmas story and then the wonder of
the gift of Jesus. Thursday morning saw all of the Cygnets at the Woods in costume exploring the Christmas story,
hunting for chocolate coins, making Christmas decorations followed by a well-deserved hot chocolate and
marshmallows toasted on the fire. One of our Governors, Mr Morris joined us for this wonderful experience. The
afternoon was filled with Christmas crafts gratefully prepared by Mrs Woodhams and Mrs Martyn. We then started
working on our Christmas nativity, The King is Born! The Year 2 children stepped up to the roles of narrators, the
Year 1’s singing solos and the Reception children absolutely loving the experience of being a shepherd, Caesar, Mary
and the Innkeeper. The children kept us all entertained with an all singing extravaganza. We hope you all enjoy your
hand sewn Christmas cards and calendars that were created with the New York Ballet performance of the
Nutcracker on in the background. If you are still stuck for Christmas gift ideas, the children loved the magical version
of the Nutcracker, ‘The Story Orchestra’ book. Please don’t forget to pop by the Village Christmas tree to see if you
can spot your child’s snowflake. Yesterday started with making Christmas crowns, sharing some wintery Christmas
stories followed by the Christmas party in the afternoon with a surprise visit from Father Christmas.

… and the Nest
Reception could not have been busier! Wow! We took a last look at Goldilocks and the Three Bears with hot seating
and a very sorry Goldilocks making amends to - kerpow! - Christmas! The children have embraced everything
brilliantly from Experience Christmas in St Peter's church, to Forest School, Nativity in the Woods, live The King is
Born Nativity action in the village hall - two performances, no less, and Carols. There has also been much making,
cutting and sticking - decorations, cards, calendars and Christmas party paraphernalia. The children listened to the
story of the Nutcracker, watched some snippets of ballet and enjoyed some Tchaikovsky tunes. I hope and think this
will be a very special, memorable time for them all, and I wish them, and their families, the jolliest Christmas and a
very happy New Year.

Show & Share
Due to the current Covid situation we have not been able to invite you into school for Show & Share, however you
can see the presentations on our YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0xc6XiegLw
Our end of term Carol Service will be held at 1.00pm on 17th December on the playground and not in church.

Carol Singing
Thank you for everyone who joined us in Southrop in such good voice. We had a great time and raised £117.80 for
the charity Shelter.

Experience Christmas

Thank you to Mrs Hollis, Mrs Newton from
the Open the Book team, and their helpers, for arranging this morning in St Peter’s
Church. It was a lovely opportunity to take some quiet time away from the hubbub of
school, to consider the true meaning of Christmas. The children responded very

thoughtfully to each of the stations.

Save the Children
All the children enjoyed watching Ferne’s mum performing on a
live streaming fun Christmas workout with Mr Motivator (a fitness
celebrity from the 90’s). Some even joined in once they had
finished their lunch. The event was to raise money for Save the
children.

Update from the Governing Body
Dear Parents,
The last newsletter of 2021, and just a very short note to say thank you once again to the Co-Heads and all the staff
who have worked so hard this term, and indeed throughout 2021 to meet all the challenges thrown at them. I know
this has not been easy.
It is a testament to the whole school community that the school has not been forced to close because of illness
during the pandemic. Thanks to the PTA, and to you all for working with the teachers to help keep the children
happy, learning, and as unaffected by these strange times as possible.
I hope that you all have a very happy, healthy, and relaxing holiday. With very best wishes for Christmas and the
New Year.
Stephen

Christmas Crafternoon
Everyone had a marvellous time. Thank you so much to Mrs Martyn and Mrs Woodhams for all their efforts
planning such lovely activities.

Chess Club
We are very grateful to Stephen Wells who has volunteered to come in and run this on alternate Tuesdays from 3 –
4pm, starting on the 18th January. If you would like your child to stay for this club, please book them in to After
School Club on the portal for 1 hour.
If you have any chess sets that aren’t being used at home that we might be able to use, could you please send
them into school. Alternatively, please keep an eye out if you are in a charity shop.
Watch out for knitting club too, details to follow next term.
Club bookings will be available on the Portal from 31st December.

A big thank you to everyone who came to our PTA wreath-making workshop last Friday, run by Jane Kent from The
Floral Nest. It was a great evening and a lovely way to kick off the festive season whilst learning a new skill. Jane was
very impressed with everyone's creativeness and loved how unique each wreath turned out to be. We've put
together some photos so you can see for yourself! Please see attached file.

A huge thank you to staff, pupils, PTA and families for all the
efforts to make this Christmas-time in school so special.
It is wonderful that we have still been able to have Christmas jumper day, Christmas
dinner, Christmas craft, Christmas parties, carol singing, the carol service and that the
Cygnets have been able to put on their nativity play. And we look forward to the Swans
doing their annual performance at the end of the school

May we take this opportunity to wish you and your families a
Joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Kind Regards
Julia McLellan
Mrs J McLellan
Co-Head Teachers

Megan Davies
Miss M Davies

