Newsletter 5 – November 2021
Our value this term is Humility
Stars of the Day
Week 1 – Arthur, Amber, Phoebe
Week 2 – Nancy, Rupert & Kiera
Week 3 – Connie, Oscar & Juliette
Star of the Week
Week 1 - Harry for his writing
Week 2 – Archie for the improvement in his handwriting
Week 3 - Reuben
Times Tables
Well done to Dan, Morgan, Bella, Millie, Ferne, Ollie, Guy & Archie
who all know their times tables by heart and are now on question
mark.
Friday Table
Well done to the children who
have been role models of good
behaviour during lunch and got to
sit on the Friday table:
Week 1 – Archie, Freya, Laura,
Keira, Holly, Juliette, Rupert
Week 2 – Wilf, Freya, Eva,
Charlotte, Harriet, Toby and
Amber.

Week 3 - Eva, Mickey, James,
Dan, Morgan, Oscar &Walter

Wings:
Well done to Emmie who got her wings for overcoming her worries
doing swimming and Arthur who believed in himself and did a
fabulous piece of independent writing.

Diary Dates
Mon 22nd - Wed 24th Nov – Year 5 & 6
Bikeability for Year 5&6.
Thurs 25th Nov – Swans Sports Hall
Athletics at Kempsford 4.00-5.30pm.
Tues 7th December – Experience
Christmas for pupils.
Thurs 9th December – Whole Cygnet
Class to Forest School 9.00-11.30am.
Thurs 9th December Christmas Craft
Afternoon and Christmas Jumper
Day.
Fri 10th December – Carol Singing in
Southrop 6.00-7.30pm.
Tues 14th December – Christmas Play
1.00pm at Village Hall.
Wed 15th December – Caterlink
Christmas Lunch
Thurs 16th December – School
Christmas Party afternoon.
Fri 17th December – 1.00pm Carol
Service in Church and School finishes
at 1.30pm.

Covid-19 Guidelines Returning to school November 2021:


Change to our September guidelines - In order to limit the spread of Covid we ask that if anyone in your
household has tested positive for Covid, or is waiting for the results of a PCR test, please do not send your
child into school until the isolation period is complete.



We will not be continuing with class “bubbles” and all staff and pupils may mix.



We will continue to:
o

ask pupils to wash their hands on arrival at school and after breaks and at hometime.

o

ventilate the classrooms, but not at expense of necessary warmth, open windows and doors to
clear air when room not in use.

o

hold outdoor worship where possible

o

have additional cleaning of high touch areas at lunchtime.



Face coverings are recommended for staff in crowded spaces, though not required.



Staff continue to wash hands first thing on arrival at school.



Symptomatic staff or pupils, and those who record a positive test, will still need to isolate in line with current
guidance.



The Co-Head teachers are required to monitor cases to identify any outbreaks and close contacts. If 5 staff
or pupils test positive within a 10 day period or if a member of staff or pupil is admitted to hospital we will
seek public health advice and implement additional infection control measures – e.g. additional cleaning,
additional ventilation.
Full details can be seen in the Outbreak Management Plan on the website.

Covid-19 Symptoms
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are usually mild, but some people can become very unwell.




High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)
New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have these symptoms you are able to seek testing.
You can ask for a test:



for yourself, if you have coronavirus symptoms now (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss
or change to your sense of smell or taste)
for someone you live with, if they have coronavirus symptoms

You need to get the test done in the first 5 days of having symptoms.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-havecoronavirus/
Adhering to Government Guidance
Please adhere to the latest government guidance on socialising and avoiding infection, which can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Covid-19 Arrangements
If you have any concerns or questions about the new arrangements in school please contact Mrs Simmons
(admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk) , Miss Davies or Mrs McLellan (head@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk)

Open Mornings
If you know of anyone who is looking for a place for their child to start in Reception in September 2022 please let
them know about our open mornings which will be:
24th November
8th December
Call or email to reserve an appointment. admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk 01367 850246. You can also lots of
additional information and slideshows about the school on our website http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/ and
Facebook page.

Governor Update
COVID cases in England are reported to be highest amongst 5- to 9-year-olds (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health59336666). Be aware of the symptoms, do not send your children to school if they are displaying any symptoms, and
test if you have any concerns.
Covid cases highest in younger children in England - BBC News
The data, up to 14 November, shows this younger age group has
overtaken older, secondary school aged children for the first time.
www.bbc.co.uk

Some local schools have significant numbers of staff and children absent through illness - in such circumstances we
probably would not be able to keep our small school open. Whilst the school cannot require it, to protect our wider
school community please consider keeping children away from school if there is COVID in your household.
Your child may show little or no symptoms. If you have any suspicions, immediate PCR tests are currently being
offered at the Carterton drive-in site, with results within 48 hours. Other sites and home test kits are available!
The Governors have now completed their first in-person visit since pre COVID days. That honour fell to Judith Giles
our (new-ish) Foundation Governor (and also a parent at the school). Foundation Governors are a requirement for
all Church of England Schools: they are appointed by the Diocesan Board of Education following nomination by the
Parochial Church Council.
Their role is to ensure the guiding principles of the church are embedded within all aspects of school life. Judith is
elected by Southrop PCC. Our other Foundation Governor is Rev Andrew Cinnamond (Vicar at Lechlade) who holds
his role ex officio.

Each Governor takes responsibility for specific areas of the school's life. Judith is now responsible for SEN provision,
and this was a particular focus of her recent visit.
Each visit is written up afterwards as a short report which is shared with the staff and the Governing Body. A
Governor's role is to be a "critical friend" to the school, so this report helps us to identify any opportunities for
improvement, to highlight new ideas/changes, to praise the good and the excellent, and to follow up on any
previous actions.
For the first time the Governor's visit followed a "learning walk" format, a Co-Heads innovation which we think has
worked really well. Thank you to them, to our SENCo, Carol Williams, and all the staff and pupils who contributed to
a really successful visit and who, everyday (Governor visit or not), make the school the place it is.
If Judith will forgive me for quoting very briefly from her report: "a really lovely visit and an absolute delight to be
able to go round the school in person."
A good point to end on, and to wish you all a great weekend.
Stephen Wells – Chair of Govenors

In the Swan classroom
We have been extremely proud of the quality of writing coming through in Year 3 and 4. This week the children have
been writing explanation texts and ensuring their work is well organised, using paragraphs. It is great to see our
youngest Swans starting to write at greater length and editing their work. Year 5&6 have been busy researching
information and are starting to write up biographies of people who inspire them.
The year 3 and 4 children enjoyed learning their Roman Numerals this afternoon. We especially enjoyed learning
the roman numerals song which had some challenging actions! You may like to ask the children to sing it to you.
Year 5 have been looking for efficient methods to carry out addition and subtraction and Year 6 have been learning
about decimals, percentage and fraction equivalents.
In Science the Y5&6s have been investigating reflection and found that the angle of
incidence and reflection are equal. This week they used this information to help
them construct periscopes. Y3&4 have been investigating reflections too and
understanding which materials reflect well in the dark and help to keep us safe.
They produced some lovely posters with advice on how to keep safe.

We have been archaeologists this week, completing laboratory reports on Roman
artefacts we discovered (well actually they are on loan from the Corinium
Museum!)

In the Cygnet Classroom
We have loved listening to books all about the Great Fire of London. This week we made Tudor buildings with
thatched rooves and added flames to recreate our GFoL scene in our classroom. The children are full of facts about
this event and have lots more to discover and learn this term. In RE, we have begun to look at the Christmas story
and we discussed how to welcome baby Jesus into our homes this Advent through prayer and song. In Computing,
we are learning the basics, how to switch on the computer, log on to the computer and shut down the computer.
We also used an online colouring in tool to create pictures using our touch pad.
In English, the children will begin planning and writing their own fables based on a carefully selected proverb. We
cannot wait to see the finished products as the children have made huge strides with their writing this half term.
The Year One children have been learning their number facts to 8 and the Year Two have been perfecting column
addition.

… and the Nest
Last week we read 'Funnybones' made and labelled skeletons, looked at x-rays and made handprints using cotton
buds. This week, our story was 'The Three Billy Goat's Gruff',' we retold the story using actions and instruments and
trip trapped over our own bridge of milk crates in the garden. When we arrived at Forest school yesterday, we came
upon a fairy village and we spent our time embellishing the village using leaves, twigs and natural objects. We also
looked for fungi. In Maths, our focus has been all around the number 6. We focused on counting six, number
formation and played lots of dice games.

Open the Book
Mrs Hollis and Mrs Newton joined us on a beautiful autumn day and got everyone involved in telling the story of the
Walls of Jericho.

Children in Need
The whole school dressed up today for Children in Need and the School Council organised games at lunch-time. So
far we have raised £40 and if you forgot your £1 today then you can bring this to school on Monday.

Parking
If you can, please take the opportunity to park up at the village hall or by the pub and get some extra exercise on the
walk to and from school. There is limited parking by school and there can be problems with traffic getting past in
both directions if there is no space to pull over or if cars are not parked tightly in to the wall.

Sporting Events
Sadly the netball tournament was cancelled due to Covid but the Y5&6s had a great afternoon yesterday
participating in the football tournament at Cirencester Primary School. Thank you to Miss Hall, Mr Jones and Mr
Scrivener for taking them.
Sports Hall Athletics will be taking place at Kempsford on 25th November, after school for KS2. Please let us know
via the Portal Events section whether your child can go.

Physical Activity Policy
We are currently developing a new policy and the first draft can be found on the Policy section of the website at
http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/school_info/policies/policies.html Please take a look an email in any
suggestions to admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk

Privacy Statement Update
Our annual update of this can be found on the Policy section of the website at
http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/school_info/policies/policies.html Please take a look an email in any queries
you might have to admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk

Extraordinary Person Sought By Extraordinary School!
We have a vacancy coming up on our Governing Board. It would suit someone who has experience of
acting as a school governor, and possibly as Chair, or someone with an existing interest in and
understanding of education or Special Educational Needs and Disability. If you might fit this bill please
contact the school.

PTA Update
Thank you to everyone that placed an orders for Tote Bags, they should be arriving in school and going
home with the children soon!
COMING UP ...
Quiz and Chilli Night! We are looking forward to a fantastic evening tonight, thank you for buying tickets to
everyone helping.
Wreath Making! Only 7 Tickets left so hurry before we sell out.
Friday December 10th, 7.30pm at Southrop Village Hall.
Learn how to make your own Christmas wreath and give your front door that festive feel!
During this 2 hour workshop, professional florist Jane Kent from The floral nest will show you how to
create a gorgeous wreath using seasonal foliage and traditional adornments.
Everything you'll need is included in the £45 ticket price, including a glass of prosecco and a mince pie! The
bar will also be open, so bring your friends and enjoy a few drinks while you create your show-stoppers!
Places are limited so make sure you book your spot today! email: pta@southrop.glouc.sch.uk

Christmas Hampers: Details of our Christmas Hamper Raffle to follow soon. There will be a Christmas
Jumper day on 9th December when children will bring in donations in exchange for wearing a Christmas
Jumper or clothes.
New Year’s Eve Party – Flyer attached for Southrop’s New Year’s Even Party.

