Newsletter 4 – November 2021
Our value this term is Humility
Stars of the Day
Week 7 – Connie, Arthur L, Will & Toby
Star of the Week
Week 7 - Mickey for his focus
Week 8 – Summer for her confidence standing up to make a
presentation at the Ashmolean
Friday Table
Well done to the
children who have been
role models of good
behaviour during lunch
and got to sit on the
Friday table:
Week 7 – Archie, Edith,
Phoebe, Keira, Walter,
Rowan and Harry

Diary Dates
Monday 8th Nov – Y3&4 Swimming
starts.
Tues 9th Nov – Deadline for Tote Bag
orders.
Wed 10th Nov Open Morning 9.3010.30
Thurs 11th Nov Remembrance Service
at 10.45.
Mon 15th Nov – Year 5&6 Netball at
Kingshill 2.30-5.00.
Thurs 18th Nov – Year 5 & 6 Football
at Cirencester Primary School 12.004.30.
Mon 22nd Wed 24th Nov – Year 5 & 6
Bikeability.
Thurs 25th Nov – Swans Sports Hall
Athletics at Kempsford after school.

Wings:
Well done to Eva who got her wings for joining a gymnastics club
where she knew no-one else and going on to win a gold medal.

Covid-19 Guidelines Returning to school November 2021:


Change to our September guidelines - In order to limit the spread of Covid we ask that if anyone in your
household has tested positive for Covid, or is waiting for the results of a PCR test, please do not send your
child into school until the isolation period is complete.



We will not be continuing with class “bubbles” and all staff and pupils may mix.



We will continue to:
o

ask pupils to wash their hands on arrival at school and after breaks and at hometime.

o

ventilate the classrooms, but not at expense of necessary warmth, open windows and doors to
clear air when room not in use.

o

hold outdoor worship where possible

o

have additional cleaning of high touch areas at lunchtime.



Face coverings are recommended for staff in crowded spaces, though not required.



Staff continue to wash hands first thing on arrival at school.



Symptomatic staff or pupils, and those who record a positive test, will still need to isolate in line with current
guidance.



The Co-Head teachers are required to monitor cases to identify any outbreaks and close contacts. If 5 staff
or pupils test positive within a 10 day period or if a member of staff or pupil is admitted to hospital we will
seek public health advice and implement additional infection control measures – e.g. additional cleaning,
additional ventilation.
Full details can be seen in the Outbreak Management Plan on the website.

Covid-19 Symptoms
The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are usually mild, but some people can become very unwell.




High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)
New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have these symptoms you are able to seek testing.
You can ask for a test:



for yourself, if you have coronavirus symptoms now (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss
or change to your sense of smell or taste)
for someone you live with, if they have coronavirus symptoms

You need to get the test done in the first 5 days of having symptoms.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-havecoronavirus/
Adhering to Government Guidance
Please adhere to the latest government guidance on socialising and avoiding infection, which can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Covid-19 Arrangements
If you have any concerns or questions about the new arrangements in school please contact Mrs Simmons
(admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk) , Miss Davies or Mrs McLellan (head@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk)

Open Mornings
If you know of anyone who is looking for a place for their child to start in Reception in September 2022 please let
them know about our open mornings which will be:
24th November
8th December
Call or email to reserve an appointment. admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk 01367 850246. You can also lots of
additional information and slideshows about the school on our website http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/ and
Facebook page.

In the Swan classroom
Our topic this term is The Romans. We have already looked at the story of the founding of Rome and the structures
in Roman society – ask your child what a plebeian is! We were all rather taken with the word. We will be looking at
the expansion of the Roman Empire, why the Roman army was so successful and their reasons for and attempts at
the invasion of Britain. We will go on to think about the things that modern-day Britain has inherited from those
times – such as Roman roads and numerals. Art will follow on from history, with the pupils designing and creating
mosaics.
In Maths Year 3 and 4 are learning mental and written methods for all four operations. Year 5 & 6 are studying
addition, subtraction and multiplication, including with decimals, and going on to squared and cubed numbers.
For English Year 5&6 have been reading Roald Dahl’s hilarious autobiography, Boy, using it as inspiration for writing
anecdotes about events in their own lives. They will go on to research and write biographies about people they
admire. Year 3&4 have been reading explanation texts about various aspects of Science, e.g. the life cycle of a plant,
the water cycle, and will be writing their own explanations.
In Science everyone is investigating light. For Computing we are looking at the features of websites, evaluating their
effectiveness and designing our own, which we will then mock-up using Powerpoint.
RE is the study of Jesus the Messiah. Music will be practising the Christmas songs for the end of term performance.
Take a look at these websites for any additional research on the Romans:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Romans.html
https://planbee.com/blogs/news/romans-facts-for-ks2-children-and-teachers
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/roman-empire

In the Cygnet Classroom
Our topic this term is Fire, Fire! which includes learning about the Great Fire of London. We will also be studying
light and dark and shadows, and looking at light festivals, such as Diwali and Bonfire Night. In Science we will look at
the changing seasons and the effect of the Sun. During English lessons we are delving deep into fables. We focused
on the Scorpion and the Frog first, which brought up interesting discussions about personal characteristics. We are
learning how to write clearly and join the letters in our handwriting. In SPAG, we are learning about adjectives and
coming up with our own powerful adjectives to describe different characters and objects. In Maths we are learning
to add and subtract.

… and the Nest
Reception has come back after half term with renewed vigour. We went straight into Room on the Broom by Julia
Donaldson, and have been swooping around the playground on a 'broomstick' as witches, cats, dogs, birds and frogs
with black hats, bows and wands. We recognise the rhyming words in the story and have the sequencing firmly
embedded. We are going on to plot our first story map. Our Phonics is beginning to come into its own, as we can
now recognise some of the words for these characters: cat, dog and frog, along with their rhyming pairs. Today we
are learning the last of the Set 1 sounds - nk, and will spend the next few weeks consolidating and starting on Ditty
sheets. We are looking at all aspects of number in Maths: counting, subitising, composition and cardinality and are
busy looking out for representations and securing number formation.
We have had great fun in our play, particularly taking turns as teachers in the Phonics area, ensuring our friends are
mark making and listening to sounds. We have an enormous cardboard box that we are embellishing as a rocket and
we have enjoyed printing autumn leaves with corks, using red and yellow paints and colour-mixing shades of
orange. At Forest School, we drew our favourite tree with charcoal from the fire pit. It has definitely become colder
and we have just rejoined the Cygnets’ classroom. We will pack up The Nest for the winter months. It is a super
space for our learning and we look forward to opening the doors and enjoying it again in warmer times.

Update from the Governing Body
The Governing Body has held its first meetings of the new academic year, welcoming James Simmons to the team as
the new co-opted governor. James, aka Mr Caroline Simmons, brings a wealth of business experience to the
Governing Body.
At the start of each academic year the Governors, including the Co-Head Teachers, meet to reflect on the strengths
and weaknesses of the school, assess progress over the past year, and review and update the school's development
plan for the coming year. This has been the focus of much attention over the last weeks and sets the agenda for the
coming year. Watch this space for the news of those discussions...
It's been exciting to see the progress over the last 12 months (despite the challenges of the pandemic) and to review
the plans for the future. We look forward to a year when managing a response to COVID does not dominate. I think
all Governors are particularly looking forward to resuming their in-person visits, after a break of many months, to be
able to see the life of the school and to engage with the staff and children.
As you may have seen in the recent CHEQS article (http://www.whichq.net/uploads/1/1/4/5/11456394/cheqs_magazine_202111_full_colour_version_november_2021_-_online_version.pdf - page 8) there is an upcoming vacancy on the Governing Body.
If you are interested (or think you might be) please do contact any of the Governors to find out more - you can find
current Governor details on the website. http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/school_info/governance/meet_the_governors.html
New Governors receive support and training - you don't need previous experience as school Governor - though if you
do have experience as a Governor or professional experience of education or working with children, we'd be
particularly keen to hear from you. New governors bring new skills, ideas and perspectives, and fresh challenge, to
the governing body and this process of renewal is important.
After 6 years as a Governor, I will soon be stepping down. It has been a fascinating opportunity to contribute
something to the life and development of the school during that time. Being a governor does require commitment,
and it can be challenging at times - the Governing Body have real responsibility for the school - but it is very
rewarding.
Southrop School is a very special place, with caring and dedicated staff: it is a precious and important part of our
local community - please do consider if your skills, experience and commitment could support and contribute to it as
a governor.
Stephen Wells
Chair of Governors

Forest School Clothing Reminder
It is getting colder, please make sure your children are dressed for the cold with a warm coat, hat, scarf, gloves and
warm socks. Thank you

Snack Time
The children in the Cygnets class are provided with fruit or vegetables each morning. We ask that the children in the
Swans class are sent with a healthy snack to enjoy at break-time. Previously this has only been fruit and vegetables,
but we have noticed that some children are getting very hungry during the last lesson before lunch. For this reason
we have extended the list of snacks to:
Fruit
Vegetables
Cereal, cereal bars or flapjacks
Rice cakes
Crackers
Breadsticks
Bread and butter
Cheese
Hummus
Please keep in mind that nuts are not allowed in school due to allergies.

Chess Club
Some children in the Swans class have expressed an interest in starting a chess club. We wondered if there were any
adults in the school community who might be interested in coming in, either on a regular or occasional basis, to
oversee the games and give a little instructions. Please contact Mrs Simmons if you could help out.

Remembrance
We have a box from the Royal British Legion of poppies, pencils, rulers etc which the children can choose for a
donation of at least 50p, if you wish to send them in with some money.
Our worship in Church this month will be a Remembrance Day Service. The children have been making a display or
artwork and writing for the Church. We would love as many of the school community as possible to join us at 10.45
am on Thursday 11th November.

Sporting Events
We have a few events coming up. Some of the Year 5 & 6’s have the opportunity to take party in a Netball Festival
at Kingshill School on Monday 15th November and Football at Cirencester Primary on Thursday 18th November.
Sports Hall Athletics will be taking place at Kempsford on 25th November, after school for KS2. Look out for
messages about these events as we will be sending a note to parents of pupils who have expressed an interest in
taking part.

A cheeky request!
This week our new role play shop canopy for the Cygnets finally arrived. It is fabulous and the children are really
keen to start playing. However, we have realised that we are very low on play food and kitchen equipment. We
were wondering if anyone would be able to donate these bits to the Cygnets. Also Aldi is currently selling wooden
kitchen and shop toys which would be lovely too! Huge thanks.
https://www.aldi.co.uk/c/specialbuys/toys/wooden-toys

What a whoppa!
Mr and Mrs Jenkinson from Cote Mill very kindly donated to us this amazing pumpkin they had grown. It became a
friendly and tactile addition to our playground for a while, some company to sit next to on the bench! On the last
day of term the Swans had a hands on Maths lesson estimating, measuring the circumference (154cm) and sharing it
out so that everyone could have some to make soup. We hope you all got to enjoy it.

Library Visits
Each class enjoyed a great trip to Fairford
Library. It is such a lovely space to
immerse yourself in books and a great
destination for a rainy day.

Do keep giving your children the opportunity to go along if you can, as it will help to
engender a love of reading. A big thank you to Mrs Tipple for arranging the trips and
to Claire, the librarian, for being so welcoming and helpful.

There is much evidence that, on average, children who read regularly achieve more
highly in all areas of learning.

Swans’ Ancient Egypt Trip to the Ashmolean Museum
This was a fantastic way to complete our Ancient Egypt studies. The staff were impressed with how knowledgeable
the children were already about this topic. They had a workshop acting as Egyptian detectives and then presented
what they had discovered. There was also the great opportunity to look around the Egyptian galleries, in this world
class museum. We were very proud of the children’s sensible behaviour as we walked through Oxford to our lunch
venue and they were delighted with our new high-vis vests!

A little magic in the Swans’ Classroom
The Swans were very surprised to see the transformation of the teachers’ desk
area into a Hogwarts themed reading area, when they returned from the
holiday. They can now relax on the Hogwarts rug, leaning on the Harry Potter
cushions and enjoy a book, overseen by Hedwig the owl, with ancient keys
flying overhead, or even depart from platform 9 ¾! If there are any Hogwarts
items at home that they would like to contribute to the reading area, then
please send them in.

Show and Share
Thank you to everyone who was able to join us for the class Show and Shares. Though this is a regular event in the
Cygnet class, it is the first time we have done it in the Swans. The children really appreciated the opportunity to
share with you what they have learnt. Thank you for your
understanding that at the moment, with the current Covid infection
rates, we need to
hold as many
meetings as we can
either outside or online.

Schoolbeat visit
Year 5&6 welcomed back into school our Schoolbeat officer, PC
Leah Davis, who was talking to them about Internet Safety.

End of Term Dodgeball Tournament
The School Council suggested an end of term tournament that was enjoyed by all,
including the staff. Each team put on a very good show.

Extraordinary Person Sought By Extraordinary School!
We have a vacancy coming up on our Governing Board. It would suit someone who has experience of
acting as a school governor, and possibly as Chair, or someone with an existing interest in and
understanding of education or Special Educational Needs and Disability. If you might fit this bill please
contact the school.

PTA Update
Thank you to everyone that placed an order for the Christmas Gifts. They should be arriving in school and
going home with the children soon! In total the PTA made £88.61 from your support.
Light Party Success!
We had 32 children attend with their families which was a wonderful opportunity for everyone to socialise
and catch up. There was a range of craft activities for the children to do, a fancy-dress catwalk and a disco
to end the party. The food was donated from Cutler and Bayliss, Upton Smokery, Londis and a beautiful
pumpkin, floral display was donated from All About Flowers. Additional food, bar snacks, prizes and
decorations were very kindly donated from Fleet and Commercial Brokers. We are very grateful for the
donations to our event, huge thanks to all that donated.
We are so pleased so many people could come and support our event, and for the children to have a great
time together. Thank you!
COMING UP ...
Tote Bags! The children have done some wonderful self-portraits this year, from which we have created a
brilliant tote bag design! Please return all order forms by Tuesday 9th November. Payments can be made
in cash, cheque or online.
Southrop School PTA Sort Code: 30-92-06 Account Number: 01232310
Quiz and Chilli Night! Friday 19th November, £10 entry, includes a delicious chilli dinner, at Southrop
Village Hall. Doors open 7.30 for an 8pm start. Please ask a PTA member for tickets or email
pta@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk
Wreath Making!
Friday December 10th, 7.30pm at Southrop Village Hall.
Learn how to make your own Christmas wreath and give your front door that festive feel!

During this 2 hour workshop, professional florist Jane Kent from The floral nest will show you how to
create a gorgeous wreath using seasonal foliage and traditional adornments.
Everything you'll need is included in the £45 ticket price, including a glass of prosecco and a mince pie! The
bar will also be open, so bring your friends and enjoy a few drinks while you create your show-stoppers!
Places are limited so make sure you book your spot today! email: pta@southrop.glouc.sch.uk

