Newsletter 3 – October 2021
Our value this term is Compassion
Star of the Day

Diary Dates

Week 6 – Connie, Arthur L, Will & Toby
Star of the Week
Week 5 – Laura for her helpful attitude
Week 6 - Freya for her self-motivation
Friday Table
Well done to the
children who
have been role
models of good
behaviour during
lunch and got to
sit on the Friday
table:
Week 5 – Jack, James, Summer, Emmie, Eva-Mae, Bea, Will
and Rupert

12.10.21 Y5 & 6 Internet Safety with School Beat
Officer.
13.10.21 Swan visit to Fairford Library
14.10.21 Cygnet Celtic Day at Macaroni Woods
PTA school open morning
21.10.21 Swan trip to the Ashmolean Museum
21.10.21 Cygnet visit to Fairford Library
22.10.21 Show and Share 2.15 Cygnets, 2.30
Swans
End of Term
01.11.21 Inset Day
02.11.21 Start of Term 2

Wings:
Well done to Dan, Bella, Lexie, Finlay and Harriet M who
gained their wings for rising to the challenge of the crosscountry race.

Covid-19 Guidelines Returning to school September 2021:


We will not be continuing with class “bubbles” and all staff and pupils may mix.



We will continue to:
o

ask pupils to wash their hands on arrival at school and after breaks and at hometime.

o

ventilate the classrooms, but not at expense of necessary warmth, open windows and doors to
clear air when room not in use.

o

hold outdoor worship where possible

o

have additional cleaning of high touch areas at lunchtime.



Face coverings are recommended for staff in crowded spaces, though not required.



Staff continue to wash hands first thing on arrival at school.



Symptomatic staff or pupils, and those who record a positive test, will still need to isolate in line with current
guidance.



Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or
are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply:
o

they are fully vaccinated

o

they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months

o

they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial

o

they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a
positive case and advised to take a PCR test.


The Co-Head teachers are required to monitor cases to identify any outbreaks and close contacts. If 5 staff
or pupils test positive within a 10 day period or if a member of staff or pupil is admitted to hospital we will
seek public health advice and implement additional infection control measures – e.g. additional cleaning,
additional ventilation.
Full details can be seen in the Outbreak Management Plan on the website.

Covid-19 Symptoms
As we are returning to school, we would like to keep reminding you of possible symptoms of coronavirus. The main
symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are usually mild, but some people can become very unwell.




High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)
New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have these symptoms you are able to seek testing.
You can ask for a test:



for yourself, if you have coronavirus symptoms now (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss
or change to your sense of smell or taste)
for someone you live with, if they have coronavirus symptoms

You need to get the test done in the first 5 days of having symptoms.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-havecoronavirus/
Adhering to Government Guidance

Please adhere to the latest government guidance on socialising and avoiding infection, which can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Covid-19 Arrangements
If you have any concerns or questions about the new arrangements in school please contact Mrs Simmons
(admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk) , Miss Davies or Mrs McLellan (head@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk)

Bat Walk
A huge thank you to Dr Rik Rolfe, from the University of Gloucestershire, for leading the bat walk and bringing along
so much expensive equipment – not only a plethora of bat detectors but also a “weapons grade” thermal imaging
camera! The bats were out in force and some were seen as well as heard:

noctules

pippistrelles

School has 5 hand held bat
detectors plus one which
attaches to an ipad or
iphone, which Dr Rolfe
helped us get the funding
for. If you would like to do
some detecting of your own
you are welcome to borrow
some of the equipment for a
few days. Please contact
Mrs McLellan

water bats or Daubenton's bat

Pumpkin Competition
Well done to everyone who kept their pumpkin plant flourishing over the summer. The
winners were: 1st Mickey, 2nd Summer and Emmie, runners up Harriet and Ollie.

Open Mornings
If you know of anyone who is looking for a place for their child to start in Reception in September 2022 please let
them know about our open mornings which will be:
9.30 – 10.30 am
13th & 27th October
10th & 24th November
8th December
Call or email to reserve an appointment. admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk 01367 850246. You can also lots of
additional information and slideshows about the school on our website http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/ and
Facebook page.

PTA Open Morning
The PTA is also organising their own open morning at
the school where they will be on hand to give out cake
and coffee and talk to prospective parents. There is no
need to book for the open morning so please encourage
anyone you know who might be interested in finding
out more about the school to come along.

In the Swan classroom
The Swans have been having lots of fun learning about the Egyptian afterlife this week. We learnt about the
processes of mummification, and particularly enjoyed all the details about removing the organs!
We have started designing a shaduf, Egyptian irrigation system, in DT and will be improving our designs ready for
you to see at our show and share at the end of term. In English we have been doing some research into the authors

we will meet at the Literature festival, practising our research skills and learning how to summarise details for a
biography. We have enjoyed reading some of the books in advance too and are hoping the authors don’t spoil the
ending today!
In Maths Y3 have been comparing 3 digit numbers and counting on and back in 10s and 100s. Y4 have been rounding
to the nearest 10 and 100. Y5 have been comparing and ordering numbers with up to 2 decimal places and Y6 have
been mulitiplying and dividing including using numbers with up to 2 decimal places. In Science Y3&4 have been
testing the strength of magnets and Y5&6 starting to look at simple mechanisms using levers.

In the Cygnet classroom
The Cygnets have been learning about instruction writing, starting off with instructions to wash a woolly mammoth
and going on to those for their own pets. In Maths they have been using greater than and less than signs <> when
comparing numbers and starting to explore 2D shapes. In our Brave topic work we have been looking at the festivals
the Celts celebrated and designing our own brooches in preparation for our Celtic Day in Macaroni Woods next
Thursday. In Art we have been doing self-portraits and in Science looking at the human body.

… and the Nest
Continuing the topic Getting to Know You, Reception have been talking about their interests, I like… I dislike… and
their family. We have also cooked some biscuits in the shape of figures to represent our family.
We are getting on fabulously with phonics, spelling and writing and can spell out Mum and Dad and some of the
names of people in our families. Maths has been lots of sorting of Care Bears, leaves and socks. We have also
enjoyed learning some nursery rhymes and using them as inspiration for our learning. So for Sing a Song of Sixpence,
we made a pie out of playdough pastry with 24 pieces of black pasta to represent the blackbirds and for London
Bridge is falling down, we made a bridge out of Lego.
At Forest School we collect some really large sticks to bring back to school to make a Celtic roundhouse. We also
cooked popcorn on the fire using a sieve made of sticks.

Open the Book
We are delighted to have the Open the Book team back in school, getting the children involved in acting out bible
stories for worship.
Here are the Year 3s and Holly with Mrs Hollis and Mrs Newton acting out the story where Jesus heals the 10 lepers.

Cross Country
A huge well done to Dan, Lexie, Bella, Finlay and Harriet for representing us at the Cross
Country at Kingshill. It is quite a daunting task and they all showed great resilience. Miss
Belcher also joined us to cheer them on.

Library Visits
On Wednesday 13th October the Swans will be visiting Fairford library and the Cygnets will be visiting on 21st
October. If they are a member of the library already they will be able to take out two books and do not need to bring
in their card. If you would like your child to join the library then please complete the consent form which is being
sent out with this newsletter. They can then bring it in to give in at the library on the day and will be issued with a
card which will enable them to take out their books.

PTA Update
Christmas Cards and Gift Packs Children will be bringing home a pack to draw some wonderful creations which will
then be available for you to order on a variety of products. These drawing do not have to be Christmas drawings, the
children can be as imaginative as they wish. Please return the completed forms to school on Monday 11th October.
Payment can be make via cheque or cash to school, or online using the PTA bank details:
Southrop School PTA
Sort code: 30-92-06
Account number: 01232310
Open Day In addition to a number of open days hosted by the school, the PTA are encouraging families to come and
see our wonderful school and get a feel for the place. If there are any families you think may be interested please let

them know it will be Thursday 14th October, 10.30-12. There is no need to book, members of the PTA will be there
to talk to and the children will be shown around by a child from the Swans classroom.
Amazon Smile Did you know you can choose ‘Southrop School PTA’ as your chosen charity whilst you shop on
Amazon? It won’t cost you anything, it just means when you buy things on Amazon, they donate a small percentage
to the PTA! Since August 2021 the PTA has raised £63 through Amazon Smile. You can do it using this link:
www.smile.amazon.co.uk
PTA Upcoming Events We are so excited to be able to run our quiz night this year! It will be held on the 19th
November, Southrop Village Hall, £10 a ticket which will include some delicious homemade chilli with jacket
potatoes.
The PTA are also hosting a Light Party! Saturday 30th October, Southrop Village Hall, 3.30-6pm. Children are invited
to join a fancy dress catwalk competition, enjoy some craft activities, eat, drink, and dance at the disco! Tickets are
£5 for the first child, £2.50 for additional siblings. Children must be accompanied by an adult, the bar will be open!
We are also planning a wreath making evening on Friday 10th December, Southrop Village Hall.
This week the children have been doing their self portraits (and drawing the teachers too!). These will be collated
and a design created to print on fabric tote bags! Bags will be £5, with an option to purchase a coaster with your
child’s drawing on for £3. Order forms will be sent out when the final design has been done.
Keep an eye out for more information and when tickets go on sale!

