Newsletter 2 – September 2021
Our value this term is Compassion
Star of the Day

Diary Dates

Week 3 – Connie, Phoebe, Will & Rupert
Week 4 – Charlotte, Arthur L & Adem

27.09.21 Harvest Celebration – 9am St Peter’s
Church.
14.10.21 Cygnets Celtic Day at Macaroni Woods
PTA school open morning
08.10.21 Literature Festival Trip – Y1 – 6
21.10.21 Swan trip to the Ashmolean Museum
22.10.21 Show and Share 2.15 Cygnets, 2.30
Swans
End of Term 1
01.11.21 Inset Day
02.11.21 Start of Term 2

Star of the Week
Week 3 - Dan for his respectful attitude and hard work
Week 4 - Ferne for her mature attitude and hard work
Friday Table
Well done to the children
who have been role models
of good behaviour during
lunch and got to sit on the
Friday table:
Week 3 – Mickey, Walter, Lexie, Bella, Logan, Toby and
Harriet
Week 4 – Millie, Harry, Charlotte, Chloe, Connie, Laura &
Morgan.

Wings:
Well done to Archie who gained his wings.

Covid-19 Guidelines Returning to school September 2021:


We will not be continuing with class “bubbles” and all staff and pupils may mix.



We will continue to:
o

ask pupils to wash their hands on arrival at school and after breaks and at hometime.

o

ventilate the classrooms, but not at expense of necessary warmth, open windows and doors to
clear air when room not in use.

o

hold outdoor worship where possible

o

have additional cleaning of high touch areas at lunchtime.



Face coverings are recommended for staff in crowded spaces, though not required.



Staff continue to wash hands first thing on arrival at school.



Symptomatic staff or pupils, and those who record a positive test, will still need to isolate in line with current
guidance.



Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or
are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, and any of the following apply:
o

they are fully vaccinated

o

they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months

o

they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial

o

they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a
positive case and advised to take a PCR test.


The Co-Head teachers are required to monitor cases to identify any outbreaks and close contacts. If 5 staff
or pupils test positive within a 10 day period or if a member of staff or pupil is admitted to hospital we will
seek public health advice and implement additional infection control measures – e.g. additional cleaning,
additional ventilation.
Full details can be seen in the Outbreak Management Plan on the website.

Covid-19 Symptoms
As we are returning to school, we would like to keep reminding you of possible symptoms of coronavirus. The main
symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are usually mild, but some people can become very unwell.




High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure
your temperature)
New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms.
If you have these symptoms you are able to seek testing.
You can ask for a test:



for yourself, if you have coronavirus symptoms now (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss
or change to your sense of smell or taste)
for someone you live with, if they have coronavirus symptoms

You need to get the test done in the first 5 days of having symptoms.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-havecoronavirus/

Adhering to Government Guidance
Please adhere to the latest government guidance on socialising and avoiding infection, which can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Covid-19 Arrangements
If you have any concerns or questions about the new arrangements in school please contact Mrs Simmons
(admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk) , Miss Davies or Mrs McLellan (head@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk)

Bat Walk Wednesday 6th October 6.15pm Eastleach GL7 3NQ – please note the change of
day and time
We are very grateful to Dr Rik Rolfe, from the University of Gloucestershire, who has
offered to lead a bat walk along the river and to St Michael and St Martin’s Church (marked
B), in Eastleach. Dr Rolfe will be bringing along some bat detectors and we will be bringing
our school detectors, which he helped us to get funding for.
We hope lots of families will be able to join us.
We will start at the green (marked A) to be found between the war memorial and Causey
Barn, then walk to cross the river via the clapper bridge, along the footpath by the river to
St Michael and St Martin’s Church (B) and return to the green (A).

To keep everyone safe, please ensure:
 you park safely at the side of road
 an adult accompanies the children from each family and takes responsibility for
them
 you watch the children particularly carefully as we are walking along the river bank
 adults please wear masks and maintain social distance where possible
 you come in suitable warm clothing – boots, strong shoes etc.
 you bring torches
 you inform Dr Rolfe or one of the teachers if you need to leave the walk early
 everyone is aware to meet back at the start point if they become separated from the
group.
The walk should finish around 7.15pm. We look forward to seeing you there.

Harvest Festivall
The Swans have been very busy practising a harvest performance. We would like to invite you all to celebrate with us
at our Harvest Festival service next Monday 27th September at 9.00 am. There is also a family service to which all
are welcome at 9.30 am on Sunday 26th September. Harvest is a perfect opportunity for our children to focus on
our value this term which is compassion.
If you and your child/children are able and would enjoy putting together a donation of tinned or packaged goods
please send them into school with the children for Monday or bring it with you to either service. The food will then
be taken to the church to be blessed at a Harvest service. Following this the donations will be provided to
Cirencester foodbank.
The children have also been busy painting, drawing and writing on the theme of Harvest and their efforts will be on
display in St Peter’s, Southrop for both Harvest services and throughout October. We hope you enjoy it as much as
they enjoyed making it.
Further information on food banks:
Between 1 April 2020 and 31 March 2021, food banks in the Trussell Trust’s UK wide network distributed 2.5 million
emergency food parcels to people in crisis, a 33% increase on the previous year. 980,000 of these went to children.
At present the key items of which the Cirencester foodbank are in need are:











Tinned fish
Long-life sponge pudding
Tinned soup
Tinned meat pies
Long-life juice
Instant mash/tinned potatoes
Tinned meat
Long-life milk
Lunchbox snacks / chocolate treats for children
Tinned fruit

They have got plenty of cereal, pasta, tinned spaghetti, beans and teabags.

Pumpkin Competition
Hopefully your pumpkins have grown well over the summer. Could you please email in
details of the circumference your biggest pumpkins and a picture, by Friday 1st October, so
that we can announce the winners.

Dogs
We are a school of dog lovers but we have noticed that we have had a sharp increase in the number of dogs in the
playground recently. We feel that with so many dogs in a small area there is an increased risk to those standing in
the playground. Could we ask that all dogs are kept on leads and that bringing your dog to school is an exception, not
the norm.

Back to School Church Service
This was a really lovely celebration. Thank you to everyone who attended. Well done to Millie, Holly and Edith for
reading so beautifully and to Laura and Freya for helping with the collection.

Open Mornings
If you know of anyone who is looking for a place for their child to start in Reception in September 2022 please let
them know about our open mornings which will be:
9.30 – 10.30 am
29th September
13th & 27th October
10th & 24th November
8th December
Call or email to reserve an appointment. admin@southrop.gloucs.sch.uk 01367 850246. You can also lots of
additional information and slideshows about the school on our website http://www.southrop.gloucs.sch.uk/ and
Facebook page.

PTA Open Morning
The PTA is also organising their own open morning at
the school where they will be on hand to give out cake
and coffee and talk to prospective parents. There is no
need to book for the open morning so please encourage
anyone you know who might be interested in finding
out more about the school to come along.

In the Swan classroom
Food has been a major theme in the Swan’s class this week. We have been busy getting ready for our Harvest
festival on Monday, practising our songs and readings and getting our display ready for the church. The Year 5 and
6s have been learning about producers and people who get food to our plates. Meanwhile the Year 3 and 4s have
been looking into fruit and vegetable record breakers. Do take some time to look at their work on display in the
church.

We have also been looking at food in our topic work this week. We have learnt about the importance of the Nile to
the Egyptians and how it enabled them to successfully cultivate the land. We have learnt about the crops they grew,
how the Nile offered protection from invasion and the danger of crocodiles and Hippopotamuses!

We had a really interesting lesson about spam emails in computing last week which triggered a debate about online
communication. It was great to listen to the children debating the
positive and negatives of using different sites and talking about how they
ensured they were keeping safe online.
In RE this week we have been thinking about The Creation. We discussed
how we feel about things we have created and how we would like our
own creations to be treated. The children chose some rules that they
believe would help to look after our world.
Y5&6 have been doing parachute investigations considering the effects of
air resistance and Y3&4 have been finding out which materials are
magnetic.

In the Cygnet classroom
The Cygnets have been busy writing their own versions of 'The Tiger who came for tea' by Judith Kerr. We have had
'The Dog who came for doughnuts', 'The Bunny who came for breakfast' and even 'The Walrus who came for white

wine'! The children have planned their writing in sections and have started writing their beginning, middle and
endings. They are focusing on using ambitious vocabulary and remembering basic punctuation alongside letter
formation...what a lot to remember! Well done Cygnets!
They are thoroughly enjoying our new Math's scheme, Can do Maths. Each day we are working through many
challenges using apparatus and ensuring each session is hands on with something for everyone. The children are
loving this new way of Maths and the games that follow on completion of the 'Solve it and Challenge it' sections.
We have also been making roundhouses and discovering lots about the Celts. The children have been taking part in
observation drawings, looking at artefacts from the British Museum and asking plenty of questions about this group
of people who lived so long ago.
In RE, we have been discussing What does God look like? and using words to describe our creator. We have spent
time talking about God's creation and used all of our senses to walk around the field and discover some of these. In
Computing, we are continuing to learn how to stay safe online.
Reading has well and truly recommenced and the Cygnets' word count is increasing hugely. Don't forget to
encourage your children to read their Accelerated Reader book, quiz on it (information in the yellow reading record
book) and change their book. They may even receive a certificate at Wednesday's assembly. Keep up the excellent
work Cygnets, we are so proud at how you have tackled learning this term!

… and the Nest
Our theme at the moment is Getting to Know You and this week the children have been thinking All About Me what they look like and how they are similar to and different from others. Reception have done some lovely pictures
of themselves. They have been developing matching skills including matching up pairs of socks on the washing line.
Phonics is zooming ahead and the children are really enjoying the learning, some of them are even blending sounds
already. Today their challenge is to make Mrs Blackburn a cake in the mud kitchen, decorating it with mint from the
sensory garden and shells. There were some fabulous experiences at forest school earlier this week, lighting fires
with a flint and steel.

.

Year 3&4 Swimming
Please remember that your child will need a packed lunch on Mondays when they are swimming. There are still
some payments outstanding on the Portal. Please pay your contribution to the transport costs on the Portal or let
Mrs Simmons know if you have any concerns with this payment. Thank you.

Cross Country
It has been a long time since we have been able to participate in these event, but dust off your running shoes and
get practising!
The first Cross Country event for the local area will take place on Tuesday 5th October 4pm at Kingshill School,
Cirencester. This is open to all pupils in Year 3 – 6 in the local area. Parents are responsible for taking the pupils to
the venue if they wish to participate, but Mrs McLellan will be there to greet, register them and collect the results.

Runners from each race will run at the same time (no relays) and the top four positions from each school will be
added up to determine team position.
Year 3&4 will run approx 1000m
Year 5&6 will run approx 1500m
Approximate timings:
4pm Year 3&4 Girls
4.10pm Year 3&4 Boys
4.25pm Year 5&6 Girls
4.35pm Year 5&6 Boys
5pm Finish

After School Club
The children have been having a lovely time as always with Mrs Martyn at Club. Here they are cooking:

Generally they will be doing the following activities each day, as well as spending some time outside if the weather
allows:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Craft for Cygnets
Cookery
Craft for Swans
Junk modelling
(if club is at school
(if club is at school)
rather than the
field)
Miss Belcher’s free Sports Club has also been great fun in the sunshine at the field:

Friday
Free choice

After School Club – the search for a name
We are looking for a name for After School Club to avoid confusion between this and Sports Club. Currently we use
the names Swans, Cygnet and The Nest for our classes. The staff have struggled to think of a name for the club which
fits in with this. Please email in any suggestions.

Saying Goodbye to Mrs Butcher
We had a fantastic tea party
in the sunshine in the
playground last Thursday.
We were able to hand over
the cards and presents to
Mrs Butcher and enjoy a
cake with her. Thank you to
Mrs Woodhams who made
enough beautifully crafted
and delicious cupcakes for
everyone and to Mrs Williams for the gorgeous crockery.

Maths Frame
To replace Doodlemaths we have taken out a subscription to Maths Frame, which has lots of maths games and
activities in all the different areas of maths. To access it please go to https://mathsframe.co.uk/
You do not need an individual user id, instead use our school user id is: Southrop and password: maths123

